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Introductory Section and Background Information
The section should provide a brief introduction to the self-study which includes the following
elements:	

0A. An executive Summary that provides a one- to two-page summary/abstract of the
information contained within the self-study.

Academic Program Review:

!

University Studies [BUS] 1969 — 2013	

Liberal Arts & Integrative Studies [LAIS] 2014 — present

Executive Summary
The Bachelor of Liberal Arts [BLA] and the Bachelor of Integrative Studies [BIS] evolved from
the degree program Bachelor of University Studies (1969-2014). These degree program(s) are
unlike any other at UNM — students design their own curriculum from courses offered in every
College/School within the University. LAIS does not have our own faculty, and our resources are
minimal.
This unique evolution has made this APR challenging to write for two reasons:
1. There is no prior APR Self-Study in the 45 year history of the program.
2. The program has changed from one degree into two degrees — the former University
Studies (BUS) degree, and the two newly formed Liberal Arts (BLA) degree and the
Integrative Studies (BIS) degree.
In the appendices at the end of the report the process of how the program was modeled are
explained so that future colleagues will be able to understand the reasoning regardless of what
changes may come. Individualized degree programs have a long-standing tradition and
pedagogy, and LAIS’s vision and values as a program were developed collaboratively as a
College to align with UNM’s overarching mission. Advisement and assessment are central to the
program development, this becomes more clear as the criterion progress.
LAIS is involved in many important student success initiatives, and prioritize building
relationships with the Branch campuses and Extended University Field Centers. BUS was one of
the first programs to bring its degree to the smaller communities across the state.
LAIS is currently developing curriculum to teach students about interdisciplinarity and
integrative thought and research, and have reached out to each College/School at UNM to assure
acceptance of our minor as well as allowing our students to select their minor or double major.
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Additionally, LAIS has begun to build relationships with Community Colleges statewide so that
students can transition smoothly from their home town schools to UNM.
The advisement model for students in the LAIS degree program(s) significantly effects
recruitment, enrollment, and graduation rates for the program. Each student sees their Advisor
multiple times each semester, instead of once upon admission/graduation, allowing a relationship
to be built. Enrollments have gone from 1500+ (1970) to 800+ (2014) — in the last year 53% of
BUS/BLA graduates graduated above a 3.0 cumulative GPA, while 25% achieved a 3.5 or better.
(2013 UC Annual Report)
While the LAIS program is bereft of resources, the advisement team is blessed with talent and
make it a priority to be comprehensive for our students so that they feel comfortable coming in
for advisement about all their UNM questions. The former University Studies program cofounded and currently manages the campus wide ADVISE-L listserv and frequently advises
other College/Departmental Advisors on campus.
The BUS degree was among the first of its kind having formed in the Spring of 1969. The goal
of the new LAIS program is to become a model for other programs regionally and nationally.
Over the next few years the LAIS program needs to establish more 2+2 (certificate/associate to
baccalaureate) programs with Community Colleges statewide to assist students who need to
remain in their communities because of family and work responsibilities. In terms of enrollment
and graduates the data show that BUS/BLA degrees are the most sought after degree through
Extended University’s Education Centers [sites outside of Albuquerque] almost 2:1. Last year the
BUS/BLA degree was the third most awarded degree on main campus, and LAIS students have
gone on to become everything from Pueblo Governors to Astronauts, and Blacksmiths to
Kindergarden Teachers.
A quick snapshot profile of all BUS graduates in the last 10 years [2003-2014] shows that
59.31% were female, 48.54% were an ethnic minority, and 3.39% were veterans. Perhaps the
most important number is that the mean GPA was 3.35! (Office of Institutional Analytics)	


!

The LAIS program is excited to have this opportunity to consult with others on campus and,
through shared ideas, build a better program for our students and community.

!
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0B. A brief description of the history of each program within the unit.
The University Studies program, known as the BUS degree, was established in 1969. After 45
years it was changed by the Faculty Senate [2014] to the Liberal Arts and Integrative Studies
program — BLA & BIS degrees. It was the first UNM undergraduate degree that was both
interdisciplinary and individualized by design, and can be best described by a distributed
learning model.

Historical Evolution of the Degree
From 1970-79 the Bachelor of University Studies was the second largest degree program to the
various BA/BS degrees of the College of Arts & Sciences. With an average semester enrollment
of 1300-1500 students in any given semester it was 10 times as large as University College Dean
William Huber originally predicted it would be. Enrollment in the program dropped dramatically
(to ⅓ its average in 5 years) in the Spring semester of 1981 after the UNM Faculty Senate
revised admission/graduation standard for the program. English 102 was now required for
admission into the B.U.S. degree program, although this was rarely enforced until the Summer of
1994 when an English Professor (Gaines) became the programs director. Other changes in
graduation requirements raised the needed upper division hours from 40 to 50 credit hours, and 2
semesters of residency in the program were now required instead of the original one semester.
A chronology of Graduation requirements (proposals & actual changes) follows :
TABLE 1: BUS DEGREE EVOLUTION
Catalog
1969-70
1970-71
Summer 1979

Graduation Requirements
1 semester residency, 6 earned (B.U.S.) hours, 2.0 gpa, 40 upper-division credits, unlimited
physical education hours allowed.
restriction to 4 hours of PE-activity courses allowed, minimum of 2.0 gpa was made.
proposal to change B.U.S. residency to 2 semesters required & 24 hours earned in the
program. **
residency changed to 2 semesters in the program, still 6 earned hours. Now 50 upper-division

1981-82

hours needed to graduate instead of the original 40 credit hours. English 102 made an
entrance requirement.

1995-97

residency changed (finally) to 24 hours earned while enrolled as a B.U.S. student, those
being the last 24 hours prior to graduation.
B.U.S. Faculty Committee reviews Peer Institution Study in considering several

1997-99

programmatic changes. A Liberal Arts core curriculum is proposed for the newly instituted
B.U.S./EDEN satellite program.

2001-02

residency changed again to 36 hours earned while enrolled as a B.U.S. student, those being
the last 36 hours prior to graduation.
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Catalog

Graduation Requirements

2006-07

a statement of purpose was introduced as an admissions requirement.

2008-09

A Departmental Honors program was piloted, as a thesis option.

2010-11

2013-14

the qualified signature was added as an admissions requirement & the program formalize the
applications process; BUS Honors was dropped.
Proposal before Faculty Senate to change BUS degree into BLA degree & BIS degree;
unanimously passed, and was active for fall 2014.
The BLA degree now accepts technical credits from a regionally accredited associates degree
programs.
BLA residency changed from 36 hours to 21 hours.
Restrictions on “Directed Study/Problems” courses dropped.
the total hours for a BLA/BIS degree changed from 128 to 120.

** This proposal addressed what was considered the largest single factor that cheapened the
B.U.S. degree.
A very important survey of B.U.S. graduates was conducted in September 1995 by then Advisor
Amie Chavez which contacted all locatable graduates of the program and asked how their UNM
B.U.S. degree contributed to their success professionally as well as asking for their business card
to show current students who ask, "What can you do with a B.U.S. degree?" The B.U.S.
advisement office now has some 2500 business cards and letters from former students stating
their personal success’ having graduated with a University Studies education, nearly all offering
to network with current and future students of the program.
See Appendix A
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0C. A brief description of the organizational structure and governance of the unit, including a
diagram of the organizational structure.
University College is lead by a Dean, and two Associate Deans. The Associate Dean for
Curriculum over sees the freshman suite of Academic Communities all focused on high-impact
practices. The Associate Dean for Liberal Arts & Integrative Studies oversees the degree granting
programs in UC, the BLA & BIS (formerly BUS) degrees. The LAIS program has two Student
Success Specialists (previously known as Senior Academic Advisors).

University College Organizational Chart
FIGURE 2: UC LEADERSHIP

!
Several additional units are housed in UC as well, the Research Service Learning Program
[RSLP], the Center for Academic Excellence & Leadership Development (CAELD), and the
University College Advisement Center [UCAC] for freshman who have not declared a major yet.
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0D. Information regarding specialized/external program accreditations associated with the unit
including a summary of findings from the last review, if applicable. If not applicable, indicate
that the unit does not have any specialized/external program accreditations.

!
University Studies, now called Liberal Arts & Integrative Studies [LAIS], does not have any
specialized/external program accreditations.
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0E. A brief description of the previous Academic Program Review for the unit. The description
should note when the last review was conducted. The description should also provide a summary
of the findings from the review team’s final report, the resulting action plan to address the
recommendations, and a summary of actions taken as a result of the previous academic program
review. 	

In the 45 years of it’s existence the University Studies (BUS) degree Program has not had an
academic program review [APR]. The Liberal Arts & Integrative Studies degree(s) Program is
now conducting the first self-study, including the BUS degree of the past and the BLA/BIS
degrees moving forward.	


!
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Criterion 1. Program Goals
The unit should have stated learning goals for each program and demonstrate how the goals align
with the vision and mission of the unit and of the university. (Differentiate by program where
appropriate.)
1A. Provide a brief overview of the vision and mission of the unit and how each program fits
into the vision and mission of the unit.
FIGURE 3: UC MISSION
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Mission Statement
University College is dedicated to providing collaborative opportunities for integrative learning
that foster personal, academic and professional excellence.

Core Values
Ensure that students …
Understand Information — by learning to think critically.
Synthesize Ideas — by integrating multidisciplinary concepts into creative problem solving
skills.
Impact the World — by working with community partners in designing academic responses to
significant social issues.

!
The Liberal Arts & Integrative Studies [LAIS] program along with the Academic Communities
and Service Learning programs collaborated to develop the University College mission and core
values statements in a retreat held more than a year and a half ago. All staff members and TPT
faculty participated with leadership to design a vision we shared and actively promote.
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1B. Describe the relationship of the unit's vision and mission to UNM’s vision and mission.

!
All of the BLA and BIS Mission and Values align with UNM’s core values of KNOWLEDGE
of human cultures and the natural world; SKILLS gained, both intellectual and applied; and,
RESPONSIBILITY both personal and social.
All Goals, Values, and SLO’s are documented in UNM’s Tk20 assessment database. Figure 4
below shows a screenshot of the database including both degrees.

!
FIGURE 4: TK20 DATABASE

"
The documents shown in the figure above are included in Criterion 3. This is where more detail
between each value and its connection to the University’s values can be found.

!
!
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1C. List the overall learning goals for each undergraduate and/or graduate program within the
unit.

Program Learning Goals for the BUS Degree Program
The B.U.S. degree program provides the opportunity for students to develop a unique program of
study combining courses from more than one UNM department and/or college. The program of
study will lead to critical thinking skills, information gathering and analysis, and communication
skills in the following areas.
A. Students will develop independent critical thinking skills through a combination of
research and methodology courses
B. Students will develop responsibility for developing and implementing an independent
curriculum at the university level
C. Students will develop skills in information collection that may include library, electronic,
survey, field, and laboratory research methods as is appropriate to their program of
studies
D. Students will develop an understanding and appreciation of the role of the individual in
contemporary society
E. Students will develop written and oral communication skills
F. Students will learn to work independently and to complete high quality work with a
minimum of supervision

!

Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) for the BUS Degree Program
The SLOs are grouped into five categories. Category A is focused on the student’s critical
thinking skills, especially the ability to identify a topic or issue and develop rational and
defensible interpretation of it. Category B addresses the student’s ability to identify and accept
responsibility as demonstrated by their independent development of a rigorous academic
curriculum, followed by successful completion of that curriculum. Category C deals with the
student’s knowledge of methods and tools associated with generating and analyzing data and
information relevant to their area of study. Category D addresses the understanding of the role
that a university-educated person plays in modern society. Category E addresses student’s oral
and written communication skills. Category F concerns the ability of students to work
independently and successfully complete projects at a level of consistency with the expectations
of a contemporary university student.
A.1. Students will be able to identify issues relevant to current societal challenges, and be able
to examine them using appropriate rational and analytical thought processes.
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A.2. Students will be able to develop a process for acquiring information and data that can be
used to analyze social, economic, political, and technical issues relevant to modern society.
A3. Students will be able to communicate their analyses of current issues facing modern society.
B.1. Students will demonstrate the ability to identify and understand the intellectual and
academic challenges associated with an independently developed university curriculum.
B.2. Students will demonstrate their ability to integrate knowledge from multiple fields of
knowledge into a coherent and organized program of study.
C.1. Students will demonstrate familiarity with library, electronic, field and possibly laboratory
methods for collecting data relevant to social, economic, political, cultural, and technical
challenges facing modern society.
C.2. Students will demonstrate their ability to analyze data and information related to societal
challenges and use it to reach a defensible position with respect to these challenges.
D.1. Students will develop an understanding of the ethical and moral obligations and
responsibilities that individuals must address in modern society.
D.1. Students will demonstrate effective written communication skills.
D.2. Students will demonstrate effective oral communication skills.
E.1. Students will demonstrate their ability to produce independent high quality work consistent
with expectations of modern university students.

!
Assessment of these goals and learning outcomes are discussed in detail in Criterion 3A.
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1D. Explain the manner in which learning goals are communicated to students and provide
specific examples.

!
The learning goals are communicated to students directly through academic advisement. When a
student admits into the BLA or BIS degrees they are required to meet with an Academic Advisor,
often taking two or three visits to complete the process.
•

The application requires a detailed Plan of Study. This includes all 120 credit hours
required for the degree — both what they've already taken and what they plan to take to
complete the requirements for graduation.

•

The Statement of Purpose is a 250 word essay describing why they want to design their
own degree, and what they hope to accomplish by doing so.

•

A Graduation Essay is is required when making an application to graduate. The 500 word
essay describes what they they have learned through the individualized degree process
and what their future goals are.

Additionally, learning goals are communicated to BLA/BIS students through syllabi in the LAIS
150, 310, and 311 courses. See details in Criterion 2.
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1E. Describe the unit’s primary constituents and stakeholders.
The following slides presented to the Faculty Senate Undergraduate Education and Curriculum
Committees show our primary constituents, which are quite different for each degree.
FIGURE 5: CHANGING THE BUS INTO THE BLA & BIS

"

"
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"

!
The Program’s stakeholders are primarily the students in rural communities who potentially
stand to benefit from the degree reforms we have put in place, particularly those living in
communities where UNM has an Extended University [EU] Center — Gallup, Zuni, Taos,
Farmington, Hobbs, Clovis and Tucummcari. The UNM Branch campuses and any NM
Community College will benefit from 2+2 programs that are created to encourage degree
completion.
Another stakeholder that became more clear when the Director met with the many Associate
Deans at UNM’s many Colleges & Schools are the students applying to competitive preprofessional degrees. As a viable alternative to students who are not admissible to Nursing,
Allied Health, Engineering, Anderson School of Management, and Education students can build
multidisciplinary degree plans to reach their goals.

!
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1F. Provide examples of how satisfaction of the program goals serves constituents.

!
BLA/BIS students best benefit from the program reaching its goals by being adequately prepared
for their career or advanced study. Developmental advisement isn’t just about picking the “right”
classes to graduate, it is more about making decisions and taking responsibility for your own
education, and your future.
For example, a student came to see the Director about 10 years ago, during the peak of the CSI
craze on television, wanting to build a degree in forensic science. He was told the best way to
prepare for such a degree was to research what other university degrees in his field required to be
prepared for advanced study, as a Master’s degree (minimum) would most likely be required.
After looking at the program offered by Stanford University and realizing almost every required
course was also offered at UNM through various departments — Medical Anthropology,
Anatomy & Physiology (Biology), Criminology (Sociology), Photography (C&J, Art Studio) —
a model was apparent. Upon completion of his plan of study and explaining to several graduate
admissions committees the advantages of an interdisciplinary, individualized course of study, in
addition to his part-time work with OMI (Office of the Medical Investigator), he had his choice
of Master’s programs to admit too. Many such combinations are possible.

Page !22

1G. Provide examples of outreach or community activities (local, regional, national, and/or
international) offered by the unit. These could include activities such as colloquia, conferences,
speaker series, performances, community service projects, etc. Provide an assessment of these
activities in relation to the unit’s educational objectives. 	


!
The following is a list of partners that were presented to regarding the BUS program and its
potential benefit for employees between 2002-2006:	

•
•
•
•
•

State Personnel Office (Santa Fe)	

Intel (Rio Rancho)	

Command Education Officer - Kirtland Air Force Base	

Southwest Airlines Regional Reservation Center [ABQ]	

Franklin-Templeton Investments	


!
The Director has also presented at the following academic conferences:	

•
•
•

NACADA (National Academic Advising Association) regional conference	

National Student Success Conference	

Association of Integrative Studies national conference	


!

Meeting with several businesses and State agencies remained a positive benefit for employees as
long as leadership remained stable. With leadership change new connections need to be reestablished on an on-going basis.	

The conference presentations were more fruitful, as collaborations and consultations were the
result.	


!
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Criterion 2. Teaching and Learning: Curriculum
The unit should demonstrate the relevance and impact of the curriculum associated with each
program. (Differentiate by program where appropriate.)
2A. Provide a detailed description of curricula for each program within the unit. Include a
description of the general education component, required and program-specific components for
both the undergraduate and graduate programs. Provide a brief justification for any programs
within the unit that require over 120 credit hours for completion.

!
Below are three UNM Catalog entries: the old BUS degree, the revised BLA degree, and the new
BIS degree. In addition, a list of new LAIS courses which are currently in development for
students in the program.
UNM 2011-2012 Catalog » Colleges » University College » Bachelor of University Studies
!

Bachelor of University Studies
Dr. Tracy John Skipp, Director
University Advisement and Enrichment, Room 114
MSC06 3680, 1 University of New Mexico
Albuquerque, NM 87131-0001
(505) 277-2631

!
The faculty of The University of New Mexico offers the degree of Bachelor of University
Studies (B.U.S.). This program, initiated in 1969, is administered through University College.
This baccalaureate degree program provides the opportunity for students to develop a unique
program of study combining courses from more than one University of New Mexico department
and/or college. With the help of a B.U.S. advisor, students will structure a 36+ credit program.
The program of study may be thematically based or specialized in two specific subject areas.
Remaining courses will be selected through B.U.S. advisement. The B.U.S. degree is NOT
intended for the undecided student, and it may not be undertaken either as a second bachelor’s
degree or as part of a double major. While no official major or minor may be declared with the
B.U.S. degree, the use of courses listed under existing departmental majors and minors is
encouraged.
Strict compliance with B.U.S. requirements is mandatory for admission to and continuation in
the program. Changes to approved programs of study may be made only in consultation with a
B.U.S. advisor. The advisement of B.U.S. students is under the supervision of the Director of
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B.U.S. and the Dean of University College, both of whom consult regularly with the B.U.S.
Faculty Senate Advisory Committee.
Students in the University Studies program must meet the general academic regulations of the
University for admission, academic standing, and graduation. Students are responsible for
familiarizing themselves with both the specific and general current academic regulations.
Students who have not been continuously enrolled must follow the requirements of the current
University of New Mexico Catalog upon readmission.
Questions regarding any aspect of the program should be addressed to an advisor in the B.U.S.
office or to the Director of B.U.S. The University Studies program has information about any
new or revised requirements in the program that have become effective subsequent to the
publication of this issue of The University of New Mexico Catalog. Please also visit the website
at http://bus.unm.edu.
Courses for Which Degree Credit Is and Is Not Given
Credit toward a degree will not be given for: Any course numbered 100 (e.g., ISE 100, ISM
100).
Practicum or activity courses which are primarily technical or vocational (e.g., typing, shop
work, paralegal studies, business education/technology, etc.) or other courses which lead to
separate certificates; many courses with a “T” suffix; courses that are part of a post-baccalaureate
program of study (e.g., BIOM, HSCI, OCTH, PT); professional courses taken in the law or
medical school. Students may enroll in these courses in pursuit of their own interests or
professional preparations, but they should not expect degree credit for them unless they have the
prior approval of the Director/Dean. (A number of “T” courses have been approved for credit at
each branch campus – see Advisement for a complete list.)
Credit toward a degree will be given for:
•

Up to 4 hours of nonprofessional physical education (activity courses such as aerobics,
weight-training, etc.); and up to 4 hours of music ensemble. Up to 18 hours of problem
courses, directed study, readings and research, independent study courses or similar variablecredit courses unless the Director/Dean grants special permission. Only 12 credit hours of
these special courses may be taken from within the same department (e.g., dance). Only 6
credit hours of these courses may be taken from the same faculty member. No credit will be
given for hours in a course which exceed the maximum number of hours the originating
department stipulates for that course in the catalog.

•

Up to 30 hours of correspondence course work (via mail) may be taken towards the
completion of the program; however, only 12 hours of correspondence credit may be taken in
the last 36 hours of course work prior to graduation.

•

Any approved course work from an accepted Baccalaureate degree program.
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University Studies Grade Point Average. The B.U.S. grade point average is based on all
attempted University of New Mexico courses that are acceptable to the University Studies
program, as defined above.

Admission to the Bachelor of University Studies Program
Minimum requirements to transfer into the University Studies program are as follows:

!

•

Demonstrated competence in the writing of English as evidenced by one of the following:
• Completion of English 101 and 102 with a grade of C (2.00) or higher in both.
• A score of 29 or better on the English portion of the Enhanced ACT.
• A score of 650 or better on the verbal portion of the SAT.
• Successful completion of a Writing Proficiency Portfolio (see the English Department
for details).
• Credit for English 102 through CEEB advanced placement program.

•
•

A minimum cumulative grade point average of 2.00 or higher.
Twenty-six or more hours of earned credit applicable to this program.

Application to the University Studies program includes the following:
An entrance interview with a University Studies Academic Advisor. The interview is the
student’s opportunity to discuss their ideas and goals for their degree, share a draft of their
proposed Plan of Study, and if necessary, make any appropriate revisions to their Plan of Study
before admission to the program. Please refer to the website for details in designing a Plan of
Study, FAQs, Forms and Downloads, and Helpful Hints. http://bus.unm.edu This interview is the
time to ask any questions about the University Studies program or about details in designing
such a unique degree.
Submission of a comprehensive, approved Plan of Study to a University Studies Academic
Advisor. This Plan of Study must list the specific courses that the student intends to take to
complete their Bachelor’s degree in University Studies. In preparing a Plan, the student must
study The University of New Mexico Catalog to find courses appropriate for their
Interdisciplinary or Multidisciplinary (theme-based) Plan. This Plan must incorporate all courses
for the program of study – both transfer and UNM courses. A University of New Mexico
“unofficial transcript” and a Transfer Course Evaluation, if appropriate (both can be found on
Loboweb or obtained from the One Stop office), must be attached to the Plan of Study.
Submission of a Statement of Purpose, no less than 250 words. This statement should describe
how the student has organized courses in the Plan to meet the student’s needs as well as exactly
to what end the student hopes to use their University Studies degree.
Submission of a completed Qualified Signature form. Details on this form will be discussed in
the initial interview. Admission to the University Studies program for the current semester must
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take place before the end of the third week of classes. After that time, admission will be for the
following or subsequent semester (Fall, Spring or Summer). Please see a B.U.S. Advisor for
more information on our admission requirements.

Graduation Requirements
Students must see an Advisor in the University Studies office to apply for graduation one year
prior to that in which they plan to graduate. A “100 hour” hold will appear on the student’s
account once the student has earned 100 credit hours to remind them of this requirement. At this
time, the student and the Advisor will view an eProgress Degree Audit specifying the work
remaining to be completed for graduation. This audit incorporates any unmet core curriculum,
upper division course work as well as B.U.S. residency to be completed. It should be noted that
students are solely responsible for knowing and completing all requirements for graduation from
the University Studies program. Students must know how to run and read their LoboTrax Degree
Audits in order to check on their graduation progress.
In addition to adherence to approved programs of study, specific graduation requirements are as
follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Completion of the University’s core curriculum (if applicable).
A minimum of 128 semester hours of earned credit acceptable to the program as defined
above.
A minimum University Studies grade point average of 2.00.
A minimum of 50 semester hours earned in courses at the upper-division level (courses
numbered 300–499).
A minimum grade-point average of 2.00 on all upper-division course work attempted at
The University of New Mexico.
A minimum of 36 semester hours of academic work earned while enrolled in the
University Studies Program. This is known as the department residency requirement. (Not
to include: credit by exam, transfer credit and/or concurrent enrollment, or independent
study/problems courses unless specifically approved by the Director/Dean.) These must
include the final 36 hours of enrollment prior to graduation from the program.
A minimum grade of C (2.00) or higher is required in all courses of a student’s Plan of
Study.
Fulfillment of the University’s residence credit requirement (30 credit hours including 15
after 92).

!
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Bachelor of Liberal Arts
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TJ Skipp, Ed.D., Associate Dean
Liberal Arts & Integrative Studies [LAIS]
University Advisement and Enrichment Center, Suite 180
MSC06 3680, 1 University of New Mexico
Albuquerque, NM 87131-0001
(505) 277-0122
The faculty of The University of New Mexico offers the degree of Bachelor of Liberal Arts
(B.L.A.). This program, approved in 2013, was formally known as the Bachelor of University
Studies degree established in 1969, and is administered through University College.
This baccalaureate degree program provides the opportunity for students to develop a unique
program of study combining courses from three or more University of New Mexico departments
and/or colleges. With the help of a Liberal Arts & Integrative Studies [LAIS] advisor, students
will structure a comprehensive plan of study, which will be thematically based and
multidisciplinary in nature. The B.L.A. degree also enables students who have obtained a
certificate or associate degree at an accredited community college to complete a bachelor’s
degree at UNM. The B.L.A. degree is not intended for the undecided student, and it may not be
part of a double major – however, it may be used as a dual or second degree. Liberal Arts is a
major only, and while no official minor is required to be declared with this major, the use of an
existing departmental minor is encouraged.
Strict compliance with B.L.A. requirements is mandatory for admission to and continuation in
the program. Changes to approved plans of study may be made only in consultation with an
advisor. Students in the Liberal Arts program must meet the general academic regulations of the
University for admission, academic standing, and graduation found under the University Catalog
headings of Admissions & Undergraduate Programs. Students are responsible for familiarizing
themselves with both the specific and general current academic regulations. Students who have
not been continuously enrolled for 3 consecutive semesters must follow the requirements of the
current University of New Mexico Catalog upon readmission.
Questions regarding any aspect of the program should be addressed to an advisor in the LAIS
office. Please also visit the website at http://lais.unm.edu/bla for FAQs, Forms and Downloads,
and Helpful Hints, etc.

!
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Courses for Which Degree Credit Is and Is Not Given
Credit toward a degree will be given for:
1. Up to 4 hours of Physical Education-Nonprofessional (PE-NP); and up to 4 hours of
music ensemble.
2. Up to 30 hours of correspondence course work.
3. Any approved course work from an accepted Associate or Baccalaureate degree program.
Credit toward a degree will not be given for:
1. Any course numbered 100 (e.g., ISE 100, ISM 100).
2. Any hours in a course that exceeds the maximum number of hours the originating
department stipulates for that course in the catalog.

Admission Requirements
Admission to the Liberal Arts program for the current term must take place before the end of the
third week of classes. After that deadline, admission will be for the following term (Fall, Spring
or Summer). Please see an advisor for more information on LAIS admission requirements.
Please refer to the website for details on designing a Plan of Study. http://lais.unm.edu/bla
Minimum requirements to transfer into the Liberal Arts program are as follows:
1. Demonstrated competence in the writing of English as evidenced by one of the following:
a) Completion of English 101 and 102 with a grade of C (2.00) or higher in both.
b) A score of 29 or better on the English portion of the Enhanced ACT.
c) A score of 650 or better on the verbal portion of the SAT.
d) Successful completion of a Writing Proficiency Portfolio (see the English
Department for details).
e) Credit for English 102 through CEEB advanced placement program.
2. A minimum cumulative grade point average of 2.00 or higher.
3. Twenty-six or more hours of earned credit applicable to this program.

Application Process
Application to the Liberal Arts program includes a preliminary advisement session with an LAIS
Academic Advisor. The meeting is the student’s opportunity to discuss their ideas and goals for
their degree, and ask any questions they may have before admission to the program.
In order to apply to the Liberal Arts program, students must submit the following to an LAIS
Advisor:
1. A comprehensive Plan of Study. This Plan of Study must list all course work taken,
including transfer work, and especially all remaining courses that the student intends to
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take to complete their B.L.A. degree. In preparing a Plan, the student must consult The
University of New Mexico Catalog to find courses appropriate for their multidisciplinary
(theme-based) plan.
2. A Statement of Purpose, no less than 250 words. This statement should describe how the
student has organized courses in the Plan to meet the student’s needs as well as exactly to
what end the student hopes to use their Liberal Arts degree.
3. A completed Qualified Signature form. The Qualified Signatures indicate that a student
has discussed the relevance and appropriateness of their degree plan with a
knowledgeable and experienced individual in their chosen profession and a Career
Development Facilitator. Details on this form will be discussed in the initial interview.

Graduation Requirements
Students must see an Advisor in the LAIS office to apply for graduation one year prior to that in
which they plan to graduate. An “apply to graduate” hold will appear on the student’s account
once the student has earned 100 credit hours to remind them of this requirement. At this time, the
student and the Advisor will view a Lobotrax Degree Audit specifying the work remaining to be
completed for graduation. It should be noted that students are solely responsible for knowing and
completing all requirements for graduation from the Liberal Arts program. Students must know
how to run and read their LoboTrax Degree Audits in order to check on their graduation
progress. We recommend students run and save (or print) an audit each time a change is made to
their schedule as audits are not saved in Loboweb.
In addition to adherence to approved plans of study, specific graduation requirements are as
follows:
1. Completion of the University’s core curriculum.
2. A minimum of 120 semester hours of earned credit acceptable to the program as defined
above.
3. A minimum cumulative UNM grade point average of 2.00.
4. A minimum of 51 semester hours earned in courses at the upper-division level (courses
numbered 300–499). It should also be noted that transfer courses in which credit was
earned at a lower-division designation cannot be transferred as upper-division to count
towards a B.L.A. degree.
5. A minimum grade-point average of 2.00 on all upper-division course work completed at
The University of New Mexico.
6. Submission of a Graduation Essay, no less than 500 words to an LAIS Advisor. This
essay should describe how the student has organized all the courses in their Plan of Study,
as well as what they feel they accomplished by designing their own degree. It should also
discuss what their plans are for using their Liberal Arts degree in the future. Essays
should be submitted by April 1st (Spring graduation), July 1st (Summer graduation), and
November 1st (Fall graduation). Students can use this as a portfolio of work to
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summarize degree goals, highlight creativity, prepare for advanced study or their
profession, use as a writing sample, etc.
7. A minimum of 21 semester hours of academic work earned while enrolled in the Liberal
Arts program. This is known as the departmental residency requirement. (Not to include:
credit by exam, transfer credit and/or concurrent enrollment, nonprofessional-physical
education and/or music ensemble, or independent study/problems courses unless
specifically approved by the Associate Dean.) These must include the final 21 hours of
enrollment prior to graduation from the program.
8. Fulfillment of the University’s residence credit requirement (30 credit hours, including
the 15 after 92 rule).

Departmental Honors
A separate departmental honors designation is not available for a B.L.A. degree. However,
students meeting all requirements may receive baccalaureate honors as specified in the UNM
Catalog.

!
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TJ Skipp, Ed.D., Associate Dean
Liberal Arts & Integrative Studies [LAIS]
University Advisement and Enrichment Center, Suite 180
MSC06 3680, 1 University of New Mexico
Albuquerque, NM 87131-0001
(505) 277-0122
The faculty of The University of New Mexico offers the degree of Bachelor of Integrative
Studies (B.I.S.). This program, approved in 2013, is administered through University College.
The focused nature of the B.I.S. degree specifically engages students who would benefit from
closer collaboration with a faculty mentor(s) through experiential research and/or participation
with faculty-led problem solving teams. Students are encouraged to design an individualized
program that will prepare them for unique or advanced learning experiences – including
international, cooperative or professional schools. It may be used as part of a dual degree or as a
second degree, and an existing departmental minor is required.
Strict compliance with B.I.S. requirements is mandatory for admission to and continuation in the
program. Changes to approved Plans of Study may be made only in consultation with an advisor.
Students in the Integrative Studies program must meet the general academic regulations of the
University for admission, academic standing, and graduation found under the University Catalog
headings of Admissions & Undergraduate Programs. Students who have not been continuously
enrolled for 3 consecutive semesters must follow the requirements of the current University of
New Mexico Catalog upon readmission.
Questions regarding any aspect of the program should be addressed to an advisor in the LAIS
office. Please also visit the website at http://lais.unm.edu/bis for FAQs, Forms and Downloads,
and Helpful Hints, etc.
Courses for Which Degree Credit Is and Is Not Given
Credit toward a degree will be given for:
1. Up to 4 hours of Physical Education-Nonprofessional (PE-NP); and up to 4 hours of
music ensemble.
2. Up to 30 hours of correspondence course work.
3. Any approved course work from an accepted Baccalaureate degree program.

!
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Credit toward a degree will not be given for:
1. Any course numbered 100 (e.g., ISE 100, ISM 100).
2. Any hours in a course that exceeds the maximum number of hours the originating
department stipulates for that course in the catalog.
Integrative Studies [B.I.S.] Grade Point Average. The B.I.S. grade point average is based on
all attempted University of New Mexico courses that are acceptable to the Integrative Studies
program, as defined above.

!

Admission Requirements
Admission to the Integrative Studies program for the current term must take place before the end
of the third week of classes. After that deadline, admission will be for the following term (Fall,
Spring or Summer). Please see an advisor for more information on LAIS admission
requirements.
Minimum requirements to transfer into the Integrative Studies program are as follows:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Completion of the University Writing & Speaking Core.
Completion of the University Mathematics Core.
Completion of the University Foreign Language Core.
A minimum cumulative grade point average of 2.00 or higher.
Twenty-six or more hours of earned credit applicable to this program.

!

Application Process
Application to the Integrative Studies program includes a preliminary advisement session with an
LAIS Academic Advisor. The meeting is the student’s opportunity to discuss their ideas and
goals for their degree, and ask any questions they may have before admission to the program.
Students must then submit the following to an LAIS Advisor:
1. A comprehensive Plan of Study. This Plan of Study must list all course work taken,
including transfer work, and all remaining courses that the student intends to take to
complete their B.I.S. degree. In preparing a Plan, the student must consult The University
of New Mexico Catalog to find courses appropriate for their interdisciplinary plan.
2. A Project Proposal. Your proposal should include:
• Establish a faculty mentor and include their name, department, and contact
information;
• Explain your motivation for this project (rationale, goals, time frame);
• Discuss the intellectual merit, including how the project will address a “problem”
through distinctiveness and/or creativity;
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•

Demonstrate the feasibility of the project (how are you qualified, resources needed,
etc.).

Note: Application will not be accepted unless all pieces are submitted together – plan, project
proposal, and is signed by both the student and faulty mentor.

!

Graduation Requirements
Students must see an Advisor in the LAIS office to apply for graduation one year prior to that in
which they plan to graduate. An “apply to graduate” hold will appear on the student’s account
once the student has earned 100 credit hours to remind them of this requirement. At this time, the
student and the Advisor will view a Lobotrax Degree Audit specifying the work remaining to be
completed for graduation. It should be noted that students are solely responsible for knowing and
completing all requirements for graduation from the Integrative Studies program. Students must
know how to run and read their LoboTrax Degree Audits in order to check on their graduation
progress. It is recommended that students run and save (or print) an audit each time a change is
made to their schedule as audits are not saved in Loboweb.
In addition to adherence to approved plans of study, specific graduation requirements are as
follows:
1. Completion of the University’s core curriculum.
2. A minimum of 120 semester hours of earned credit acceptable to the program as defined
above.
3. A minimum cumulative UNM grade point average of 2.00.
4. A minimum of 51 semester hours earned in courses at the upper-division level (courses
numbered 300–499). It should also be noted that transfer courses in which credit was
earned at a lower-division designation cannot be transferred as upper-division to count
towards a B.I.S. degree.
5. A minimum grade-point average of 2.00 on all upper-division course work completed at
The University of New Mexico.
6. A minimum of 36 semester hours of academic work earned while enrolled in the
Integrative Studies program. This is known as the department residency requirement.
(Not to include: credit by exam, transfer credit and/or concurrent enrollment,
nonprofessional-physical education and/or music ensemble, or independent study/
problems courses unless specifically approved by an LAIS Advisor.) These must include
the final 36 hours of enrollment prior to graduation from the program.
7. A minimum of 15 credit hours of Integrative Studies [LAIS] core courses [150, 310, 311,
399 (x3) & 499]; and an additional 21 credit hours of approved elective courses
acceptable to the Integrative Studies degree must be included in the Plan of Study.
8. Completion of a Capstone Project [LAIS 499] approved by the faculty mentor.
9. Fulfillment of the University’s residence credit requirement (30 credit hours, including
the 15 after 92 rule).
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Departmental Honors
A separate departmental honors designation is not available for a B.I.S. degree. However,
students meeting all requirements may receive baccalaureate honors as specified in the UNM
Catalog.

!
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Major Study Requirements
A comprehensive Plan of Study must be approved by a LAIS Academic Advisor before
admission to the program is complete.
This Plan must incorporate all courses for the program of study – the minimum final 36 credit
hours, plus any additional courses a student may need to be prepared for further or advanced
study.
A B.I.S. major will include:
LAIS 150: Foundations of Integrative Thought (3); Co-Req: 399
LAIS 310: Investigations in Research: Methodologies & Techniques (3); Pre-Req: 150; Co-Req:
399
LAIS 311: Experiential Research (3); Pre-Req: 310; Co-Req: 399
LAIS 399: Interdisciplinary Synthesis (1)
LAIS 399: Interdisciplinary Synthesis (1)
LAIS 399: Interdisciplinary Synthesis (1)
LAIS 499: Senior Seminar (3); Pre-Req: 310, 311, 399 (x3)
Core Courses = 15 credit hours
Approved Departmental Course A __________ (3)
Approved Departmental Course A __________ (3)
Approved Departmental Course A __________ (3)
Approved Departmental Course A or B ______ (3)
Approved Departmental Course B __________ (3)
Approved Departmental Course B __________ (3)
Approved Departmental Course B __________ (3)
Elective Courses = 21 credit hours
Approved Degree Plan = 36 credit hours (minimum)

!
Minor Study Requirements
This Minor in Integrative Studies will allow creative students who are not in an interdisciplinary
major to broaden their academic experience while obtaining a bachelor’s degree in their chosen
discipline.

!
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Formal requirements for graduation with an Integrative Studies Minor are:
1. Completion of 21 credit hours in courses approved by an LAIS Advisor including:
a) LAIS 150 Foundations of Integrative Thought (3), and LAIS 310 Investigations in
Research: Methodologies & Techniques (3); and
b) a minimum of 6 credit hours of the remaining 15 credit hours at the 300- or 400- levels.
This minor specifically targets students who require or would benefit from closer collaboration,
including research projects, with a faculty mentor or faculty-led problem solving teams, but have
chosen a traditional major in another Department or College.

!
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LAIS Course Descriptions
LAIS 150: Foundations of Integrative Thought (3).
This course aims to provoke you to reflect on the connections between your various studies and
classes as well as on the specific challenges and difficulties faced when combining and
synthesizing different fields of study. This course examines the methods utilized by different
academic disciplines and their contributions to integrative understanding. Beginning with the
question "Why interdisciplinary?" the class will then proceed to an examination of the history of
interdisciplinary studies as an academic field (including assumptions, epistemology, concepts,
theory, and research process), an exploration of the elements of the academic disciplines and
their importance to the interdisciplinary process, and, an introduction to different models of
integration. Most essentially, students will be introduced to the practical benefits of using the
interdisciplinary method to approach complex problems, intellectual questions, and controversial
issues. Students will specifically begin developing skills in interdisciplinary research and
problem solving, in oral and written communication, and in the synthesis of diverse perspectives.
Corequisite: LAIS 399
LAIS 309: Topics in Integrative Studies (3, maximum of 9) ∆.
The content of this course varies by semester. It highlights topics of specialized interest in areas
of multidisciplinary, interdisciplinary, and transdisciplinary research.
Prerequisites: none
LAIS 310: Investigations in Research: Methodologies & Techniques (3).
This course is designed as an intensive inquiry of a question, theme, problem, theory, process, or
analytic framework, the study of which requires interdisciplinary, transdisciplinary, and/or
multidisciplinary approaches to understanding. Method and other techniques of knowledge
production will be explicitly addressed and applied in the context of the course topic.
Restriction: required for LAIS majors/minors only.
Prerequisites: LAIS 150 with grade of “C” or better.
Corequisite: LAIS 399
LAIS 311: Experiential Research (3). [Hybrid format]
This course is designed as an intensive application in addressing a question, theme, problem,
theory, process, or analytic framework, which requires interdisciplinary, transdisciplinary, and/or
multidisciplinary approaches. One or more transdisciplinarity approaches will be explicitly
defined and applied in the context of the course topic.
Restriction: required for LAIS majors/minors only.
Prerequisites: LAIS 310 with grade of “C” or better.
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Corequisite: LAIS 399
LAIS 399: Interdisciplinary Synthesis (1 to a maximum of 3) ∆.
This course will be composed of students concurrently taking LAIS 150 Introduction to
Interdisciplinary Studies, LAIS 310 Interdisciplinary Inquiry, and 311 Interdisciplinary Applied
Research. This format will allow students to form connectivity in their course work and better
understand how to craft their academic journey. This course will move from broad investigations
to students' application of them to both their concentrations and the senior project each LAIS
major must complete for graduation. The recitations will involve active applications of the
concepts discussed in each student’s courses, and will allow time for students to ask questions
and examine issues that may need further clarification and exploration. This course will be taken
a total of 3 times before the LAIS 499 Senior Seminar. Offered on a CR/NC basis only.
LAIS 409: Individual Study (1-3, to a maximum of 12) ∆.
Directed study of topics not covered in regular courses. Specific arrangements must be made
with a member of the LAIS faculty responsible for supervising the work. A proposed plan of
study is normally made at least one semester in advance.
Restriction: consent of the LAIS faculty
Prerequisites: LAIS 150, 310
LAIS 499: Senior Seminar (3).
In this class, students will have the opportunity to draw together the diverse strands of their
interdisciplinary studies, reflect on the connections among these strands, and produce an indepth senior project focusing on their concentration within the major. Students will have the
opportunity to reflect on methodology - how one brings together data, methods and practices
from diverse disciplines, both academic and non- academic. Students will be asked to present
and discuss aspects of projects in class and present their final projects in a public forum to
students and faculty. The final portfolio is to be turned in to the student's Senior Seminar
professor before the end of the student's last semester.
Restriction: Senior standing; or consent of the Director of LAIS
Prerequisites: LAIS 310, LAIS 311, LAIS 399

!
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Impact of new LAIS courses
State the impact of the new course on the long-range plans for the department, other units,
schools or colleges, branches, and the university. Describe the impact of the course on budget,
facilities, equipment, technology needs, faculty load, staff support, and program completion
requirements.

!

Long Range Plans for University College
The current Bachelor of University Studies (B.U.S.) program is the academic home of
approximately 1200 students. The current degree plan fits students attending to college after
having worked in a job or career and who need to tailor degrees to a certain skill and
qualification they are aiming to achieve. The current model serves them well. However, a third
of our majors have not started careers yet, and have been traditionally creating an academic
program with more focused concentrations. For this growing subset of students, the traditional
B.U.S. does not prepare them adequately for entering a post-university career track, because of
the perceived lack of rigor and requirements. Integrative studies are a recognized and growing
set of ideas, practices, and organizations. The Integrative Studies program at University of New
Mexico will enable students to build rigorous and cohesive personalized degree plans, conceived
by students’ vision, guided by professional advisors, and embedded with academic rigor and
workforce skills. Requiring this set of courses will provide a role for faculty to assist students in
understanding the role and purpose of the University Studies degree in helping them achieve
their academic and career plans.

!

Other Units, Schools or Colleges, Branches, and the University
Offering this series of courses will allow UNM to join the ranks of universities who have created
and offer rich Integrative Studies programs. The structure of this program will lead to increased
graduation rates as it incorporates a rigorous degree plan and contains student-learning objectives
that are directly tied to the skills that contribute to students’ success in college. Students early in
their academic plan work directly with a faculty mentor, creating a degree plan that fits their
needs, engage in an internship or advanced research project, and complete a senior capstone
project. The courses are also grounded in skills that help students understand their positionality
in a diverse world and their civic responsibility to society. These are all the hallmarks of a
degree plan that lead to increased graduate school and workplace marketability for students.
This program will be unique from the national model because of the structure of LAIS 399, a
one-credit synthesis recitation course to assist student throughout their academic career in
making immediate connections in their courses each semester to prepare of their Senior Project.
This will also introduce students to the structure of graduate school education and provide UNM
students with early exposure to these standards from their freshmen year of college. This can
serve as an emerging national model in the field of Integrative Studies.

!
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Budget, Faculty Load, and Staff support
There are insignificant budgetary considerations. We will be using existing faculty and
instructors on campus that will ask to teach these classes on load from time to time. We also
have some funds to buy out instructors/classes so that we can get instructors from different
departments. University College has adequate support staff in the form of our office manager,
Administrative Assistant II, and other personnel who are trained in using Banner, scheduling
courses, and completing any necessary contracts. The workload increase will not be a burden to
their current workload or to the support staff structure.

!

Facilities, Equipment, and Technology needs
There will be no significant impact on facilities, equipment, or technology needs. The faculty
who will instruct already have office space, and although there are five classes being proposed,
two will be not require continuous classroom space throughout the semester, since the majority
of LAIS 311 and LAIS 499 will be through online instruction. The technology needs will be met
by existing UNM computer labs and resources already available through University College.

!
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2B. Describe the contributions of the unit to other internal units within UNM, such as offering
general education core courses for undergraduate students, common courses for selected
graduate programs, courses that fulfill pre-requisites of other programs, cross-listed courses.

!
Because the BUS/BLA/BIS degrees draw from the courses offered throughout the UNM Catalog
from Departments in other Colleges and Schools across the University of New Mexico, the
program must collaborate to function in the best interest of students. LAIS has built
relationships with advisement staff in all the other Colleges & Schools; the Director has met with
the Associate Deans of Curriculum and Deans of Instruction at those College’s; and the program
has reached-out to the Branch campuses as well as Extended University Center’s [EU] to offer
students a truly multi-/inter- disciplinary experience.

Inter-UNM collaboration —	

Extended University & UNM’s Branch campuses
LAIS’s relationship with Extended University began with establishment of EU more than fifteen
years ago. At that time Vice Provost Dominguez approached Dean White saying he wanted BUS
to be the primary degree available for degree completion at the Center’s. Since that time Dr.
Skipp has traveled to each site, each semester to work closely with Center Operations Managers
and students to earn the BUS degree. Over the years EU Centers were established at Kirtland Air
Force Base, Valencia, Santa Fe, Los Alamos, Española, Taos, Raton, Farmington (San Juan),
Gallup, Zuni, Tucummcari, Clovis, and Hobbs.

Graduation Project
BUS was the first academic program to be contacted by Dr. David Stuart, Associate Provost,
when the “graduation project” was started in 1996. Over the last 18 years the BUS/BLA degree
has been the choice of 495 students out of 2556 degrees awarded — 1 of every 5.

Undergraduate/Graduate Shared Credit [3/2 programs]
LAIS has met with Dr. Robert Delcampo, Associate Dean & Professor in the Anderson School of
Management and Mr. Gene Henley, Director of Operations in the School of Public
Administration regarding the MBA/MPA 3+2 programs and integration with the BUS/BLA
degree. The staff of all programs is collaborating on marketing materials for promoting the two
possible combinations.

Memorandums of Understanding [MOU] with other UNM Colleges
In the Summer of 2013, a number of meetings were arranged to meet with the Associate Deans
of Curriculum for the following College’s/School’s on main campus:
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

College of Arts & Sciences
Anderson School of Management
School of Public Administration
College of Fine Arts
College of Education
College of Nursing
Allied Health Programs - Medical Laboratory Sciences, Radiologic Sciences, Emergency
Medical Services, and Dental Hygiene
Interdisciplinary Film & Digital Media
Organization Information & Library Science
ROTC (Air Force, Navy, and Army)
School of Architecture & Planning,
School of Engineering…

The discussions highlighted the changes to the BUS degree and asked for permission to allow
students in those Colleges major to use the new minor (Integrative Studies) as well as use the
minors with the new majors (Liberal Arts & Integrative Studies) — all have approved our doing
so.

Student-Athletes & Student-Veteran special events
Arrangements have been made to meet with student-athletes at the Lobo Success Center in the
evening on South campus, and veteran students at the Veterans Resource Center (VRC) to advise
them on support services for their unique needs, and commitments.

Targeted Curricula Development
•

Collaboration with Dr. Dan Young, Director of Research Service Learning in arranging the
RSLP curriculum as new LAIS courses so that a undergraduate certificate and/or minor could
be developed. Also assisted Dr. Adam Bubb, part-time faculty in RSLP with designing a
casino management track for use in the BLA program and possible joint certificate with the
Anderson School of Management.

•

Collaboration with Dr. Kiran Katira, Director of the UNM Community Engagement Center/
UNM Service Corps in Student Affairs, in designing an undergraduate certificate that works
with Dr. Dan Young’s RSLP curriculum.

•

Collaboration with Dr. Frank Gilfeather, Director of Strategic Initiatives in Student Affairs,
and Professor Emeritus in Mathematics in designing a curriculum in National Security &
Strategic Analysis leading to a concentration in BLA/BIS, an undergraduate certificate, and a
minor to meet national guidelines set by the US Directorate of Intelligence.

!
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Teaching in the Academic Communities
Student Success Specialists Mariah Harrison and Lukas Cash are teaching a UNIV 101 course
this Fall 2014 semester. Mariah’s course is “Finding Your Passion”, while Lukas is teaching a
course for “Exploratory Majors”.

Teaching Seminars at the Graduate Resource Center
Student Success Specialists Stephanie Heikkinen and Mariah Harrison developed a series of
seminars on preparing for grad school, pre-law majors, among others for students in the BLA/
BIS program starting in Spring 2014.
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2C. Describe the modes of delivery used for teaching courses.

!
LAIS 150 & 399 classes have been developed for online delivery. Dr. Skipp is developing the
LAIS 310 research methods course in fall 2014 semester. Future plans include the development
of a hybrid section [face-to-face with online] for the programs students.

!
!
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Criterion 3. Teaching and Learning: Continuous Improvement
The unit should demonstrate that it assesses student learning and uses the assessment to make
program improvements. (Differentiate by program where appropriate.)
3A. Describe the assessment process and evaluation of learning goals for each program. Provide
information on how the unit assesses the effectiveness of its curricula and teaching effectiveness
in meeting the educational objectives described in Criterion 1. Summarize and discuss direct and
indirect evidence of students’ learning gathered by the program. For accredited programs, the
unit should utilize outcomes measures that are responsive to the accreditation expectations.
Following are the assessment plans approved by the Office of the Provost for the BLA & BIS
degrees for AY 2014-15.

!
Bachelor of Liberal Arts
Plan for Assessment of Student Learning Outcomes
The University of New Mexico
A. College, Department and Date
1. College:
2. Department:
3. Date:

University College
Liberal Arts & Integrative Studies [LAIS]
September 4, 2013
revised: Monday, December 16, 2013

B. Academic Program of Study
Bachelor of Liberal Arts [B.L.A.]
C. Contact Person for the Assessment Plan
Dr. Tracy Skipp, Associate Dean, Director LAIS Program
D. Broad Program Goals & Measurable Student Learning Outcomes

Broad Program Learning Goals for this Degree Program
The B.L.A. degree provides the opportunity for students to develop a unique program of
study combining courses from more than one UNM department and/or college. The program
of study will lead to critical thinking skills, information gathering and analysis, and
communication skills in the following areas.

!

A.

Students will take responsibility for developing and implementing an integrated
(multidisciplinary) independent curriculum at the university level.
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!

B.

!
C.
!

Students will develop skills in critical thinking through information collection/analysis
that may include library, electronic, survey, field, studio and laboratory research
methodologies as appropriate for their program of studies.
Students will develop written communication skills.

Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) for this Degree Program
The SLOs are grouped into three categories. Category A addresses the student’s ability to
accept responsibility for independently developing and completing a rigorous academic
curriculum — an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) or Plan of Study. Category B deals
with the student’s critical thinking abilities, especially knowledge of methods and tools
associated with generating and analyzing data and information relevant to their area of study.
Category C addresses a student’s written communication skills.
A.1. Students will demonstrate their ability to integrate knowledge from multiple fields of
knowledge into a coherent and organized program of study. This will be accomplished
by designing a Plan of Study that shows disciplinary relationships in an IEP to a
multidisciplinary theme. It may also be assessed by a reading of the Statement of
Purpose discussed below.

!

B.1. Students will demonstrate the intellectual and applied skill of integration of library,
electronic, survey, field, studio and laboratory research methods for collecting and
analyzing data relevant to their area of study. This will be best demonstrated through
the writing of a Graduation Essay where they recount the principles and methods
learned through completing their program of study and connections to advanced study
or career goals, and UNM values.

!

!

C.1. Students will demonstrate effective written communication skills. This will be
measured by an analysis of the students Statement of Purpose where they take
responsibility for, and explain in detail the goals of designing their own unique degree
program. It may also be assessed by an analysis of the Graduation Essay described
above.

Assessment of Student Learning - Three-Year Plan
"Application to the Liberal Arts program includes a preliminary advisement session with an
LAIS Academic Advisor. The meeting is the student’s opportunity to discuss their ideas and
goals for their degree, and ask any questions they may have before admission to the program. "
UNM Catalog 2013-2014
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!
The Statement of Purpose is a brief 250-word essay wherein the student-applicant discusses their
educational/career goals and reasons for seeking a self-designed degree. This statement is
composed after meeting with an Academic Advisor and discussing their goals for the degree
plan. Before applying to graduate an exit essay of 500-words is required that asks the student to
reflect on their learning goals, and those of the University of New Mexico. Specifically,
KNOWLEDGE of human cultures and the natural world; SKILLS gained, both intellectual and
applied; and, RESPONSIBILITY both personal and social.
TIMELINE: While the essay is required to complete the students graduation file - a random
sample of Statements of Purpose, and Graduation Essays will be selected each year and
reviewed by the Director of LAIS and Dean of University College for closer assessment. All
Plans of Study are reviewed before admission to the program is complete. A rubric has been
developed for analysis of the student essays.
Rubric for assessment…
1

Plan of Study

Statement of Purpose

Graduation Essay

Plan will show
coursework from
multiple disciplines.

3
Plan will show
relationships of
disciplines to a theme.

5
Plan will show
integration of thematic
disciplines towards
advanced study or
career goals.

Student will explain why Student explains the
they want to design their relationship of goals to
own degree.
post-degree plans.

Student will have a
rationale for grouping
coursework thematically
that relates to an
academic or career
goal.

Student will discuss the
skills learned in their
coursework.

Student will reflect on
learning goals specifically tied to UNM
values of knowledge,
skills, and responsibility.

Student will recount the
principles and methods
learned through
completing their
program of study.

"

!
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Bachelor of Integrative Studies
Plan for Assessment of Student Learning Outcomes
The University of New Mexico
A. College, Department and Date
1. College:
2. Department:
3. Date:

University College
Liberal Arts & Integrative Studies [LAIS]
December 16, 2013
revised: Wednesday, February 12, 2014

B. Academic Program of Study
Bachelor of Integrative Studies [B.I.S.]
C. Contact Person for the Assessment Plan
Dr. Tracy Skipp, Associate Dean, Director LAIS Program
D. Broad Program Goals & Measurable Student Learning Outcomes

Broad Program Learning Goals for this Degree Program
The focused nature of the B.I.S. degree specifically engages students who would benefit from
closer collaboration with a faculty mentor(s) through experiential research and/or
participation with faculty-led problem solving teams. Students are encouraged to design an
individualized program that will prepare them for unique or advanced learning experiences –
including international, cooperative or professional schools.

!

A.

!

B.

!

C.

!

THEORY: appreciation of basic disciplinarity and relationship to a more inclusive
holistic view.
CRITICAL THINKING: ability to apply, evaluate, and critique interdisciplinary
learning.
CONTENT ANALYSIS & SYNTHESIS: through reflection and discussion make
sense of the theory/practice and demonstrate familiarity with mixed methods research
in context of solving a problem.
a. Qualitative methodologies
b. Quantitative techniques

Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) for this Degree Program
The SLOs are grouped into three categories. Category A addresses the student’s ability to
understand the breadth of their chosen field of study and the theoretical foundations of inter-,
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multi-, and transdisciplinary study. Category B targets students ability to self-evaluate and
self-advocate in the creation of an individualized degree. Category C deals with the
student’s knowledge of methods and tools associated with generating and analyzing data and
information relevant to their area of study.
A.1. Students will explain, document, and analyze key components of multi-, inter-, and
trans- disciplinarity in a local/global context. UNM SLG: KNOWLEDGE
This will be measured directly by the second research paper written in the LAIS 150
course. It involves researching the major areas (i.e. literature review) of the students
plan of study and it documents ways in which the disciplines are theoretically related
to each other.

!

B.1. Students will demonstrate their ability to integrate knowledge from multiple fields of
knowledge into a coherent and organized program of study. UNM SLG:
RESPONSIBILITY

!

This will be accomplished by designing a Plan of Study that shows disciplinary
relationships in an IEP to a interdisciplinary theme.

C1. Students learn to interpret qualitative/quantitative data, as well as select a research
method that is appropriate to the question. UNM SLG: SKILLS
C2. Demonstrate mastery of the complex relationship between analysis and synthesis.
UNM SLG: KNOWLEDGE

!

This is accomplished by producing a coherent oral/written presentation of a synthesis
of personal experience, academic knowledge, and community engagement (i.e. a
portfolio which will be presented and defended).

Assessment of Student Learning - Three-Year Plan
TIMELINE: The Plan of Study is required to complete admission into the BIS degree program.
The second research paper in the fist core class (LAIS 150) is a review of the student’s proposed
field of study as a literature review would do and documents relationships. The portfolio
completed in the capstone course (LAIS 499) is a synthesis of the students experiences and
knowledge gained in the course of study leading to the BIS degree.
A random sample of Plans of Study, Research Papers, and Portfolios will be selected each year
and reviewed by the Director of LAIS and Dean of University College for closer assessment. A
rubric has been developed for analysis of the student’s work.
Rubric for assessment…
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1

3

5

Plan of Study

Plan will show
coursework from
multiple disciplines.

Plan will show
relationships of
disciplines to a theme.

Plan will show
integration of thematic
disciplines towards
advanced study or
career goals.

LAIS 150 - 2nd
research paper

Student will explain key
differences between
inter-, multi-,
transdiscilinarity.

Student explains the
relationship between
their own areas of study
- and what makes it
inter-, multi-,
transdiscilinarity.

Student will have a
rationale for a
theoretical comparison
in proposed area of
research.

LAIS 499 - Portfolio

Student will discuss the
skills learned in their
coursework.

Student will recount the
principles and methods
learned through
completing their
program of study.

Student will reflect on
learning goals specifically tied to UNM
values of knowledge,
skills, and responsibility.

!
!
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3B. Provide evidence of actions taken to improve programs based upon the assessment process.

!
The first assessment review in March/April 2014 the following scores on the BLA/BIS
assessment process were assigned by committee.

BIS in RED - BLA in GREEN

The BIS degree received the following scores: 3.5, 3, 3.5, 0, 0, 0…
The BLA degree received the following scores: 4, 3, 3, 0, 0, 0…
The zeros are only appropriate because the programs are new this year and there is no data yet to
collect. Dean Krause asked for an asterisk to be placed in the margin indicating they were new
programs with no data, and not non-compliance on the programs part. This suggestion may/may
not have been implemented.
Future plans include data collection beginning in Fall 2014 as students admit to and are
graduated from the program using the rubrics provided.
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Criterion 4. Students (Undergraduate and Graduate)
The unit should have appropriate structures in place to recruit, retain, and graduate students.
(Differentiate by program where appropriate.)
4A. Provide information regarding student recruitment and admissions (including transfer
articulation).

!
Recruitment has never been difficult for the BUS degree program, in fact having to many
students was the initial problem when instituted more than 45 years ago. However, as time
passed and advisement improved (1995 forward) fewer students doing better in their plans of
study became the norm.
The BUS program, in the last 10 years, has tried numerous methods of getting the word out to
students earlier in their academic careers, to include:
•
•
•
•

!

An interview in the ABQ Journal, an interview in the Taos News, and a radio interview in
Gallup.
participation each semester in the on site transfer fairs the Office of Admissions organizes
at each Branch campus, as well as Central NM Community College (CNM).
Conducting BUS seminars on main campus and each Extended University [EU] sites
(Taos, Gallup, Farmington, Santa Fe, Los Alamos, Hobbs, Clovis, and Tucummcari).
LAIS staff sets up a table to discuss our program with potential students at several main
campus events each year — Meet UNM, Staff as Students, Welcome Back Days, etc.

In the last year several meetings were arranged with Enrollment Management to discuss coding
all the “Subject Codes” from the UNM Branch campus Catalogs to be available to BLA students
as “transferable”. The LAIS Director also met with the UNM Registrar and the CNM DARS
Team to begin coding all their Subject Codes as acceptable to the BLA degree, as they are our
biggest feeder school.
An MOU has been established with each Branch campus Dean of Instruction as to transferability
(2+2), and Dr. Skipp met last Summer with the Associate Dean’s of Curriculum at every UNM
College or School to discuss this use of minors across Colleges.

!
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4B. Provide an analysis of enrollment trends, persistence, and graduation trends.
The first chart shows enrollment, graduates and advisement visits when the new model for
advising was implemented in 1996.
7 YEAR TRENDS

"
Below shows Fall Enrollments remain stable as graduation rates slowly rise (based on AY
Summer-Fall-Spring). The linear line is a “trend line” over time.

"
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A closer look at graduation rates per semester (below) — 2008-2014. All data on enrollments and
graduation rates provided by the UNM Office of Institutional Analytics.
RECENT BUS/BLA GRADUATES

"
Number of students enrolled in BUS/BLA degrees by ethnicity from 2003-2013.
BUS ENROLLMENTS BY ETHNICITY

"
15% of the BUS/BLA degree graduates in 2013 were American Indian/Alaska Native students.
UNM’s percentage last year was 4.9%. (2012-2013 UNM Fact Book)
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BUS GRADUATES BY ETHNICITY

!

The BUS/BLA degree is a very diverse degree program, it appears to mirror the University as a
whole..
MINORITY ENROLLMENT

!

!
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The BUS/BLA degree is just as popular off the main campus (ABQ) as on. As was the former
BUS degree, the new BLA & BIS degrees are available fully online.
All data regarding degrees awarded at EU Centers was provided by Mr. Kennard Van Brott,
Operations Manager: Extended University Field Services.

!
BUS/BLA DEGREE BY EU CENTER

Below is the number of BUS/BLA degrees awarded along side the second and third most popular
degrees offered at EU Centers.

!
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Below shows the top 3 baccalaureate degrees awarded by academic year at all EU Centers.
TOP 3 DEGREES

"

"
As can be seen from the graph (directly above) the BUS/BLA degree is the most awarded degree
outside the main campus in Albuquerque. Elementary Education and Business Administration are
second and third.
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The BUS/BLA degree has consistently become more popular over the last 10 years for Gallup
Bachelor and Graduate Programs students, and on average makes up more than 50% of all
baccalaureate degrees earned at that site.

!
GALLUP

"

!
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The BUS/BLA degree in Taos was the only bachelors level degree offered for many years. As
other degree offerings have been made available it is still the choice of 3 out of 4 graduates up
North.

!
TAOS

"

!
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The EU Bachelor & Graduate Programs office in Santa Fe has always been a very small oneperson office, but it attracts a handful of students each semester where it is housed at the Santa
Fe Community College. As in Taos, the BUS/BLA degree was the only bachelor level program
for many years, but now is home to other programs as well, most notably the Master’s in Public
Administration.

!
SANTA FE

"

!
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Since establishing a presence in Farmington at San Juan College a half-dozen years ago the
BUS/BLA degree has steadily grown to award nearly half the degrees from that EU Center.
Since establishing a criminal justice articulation with SJC the number of students is growing.

!
SAN JUAN

"

!
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Bachelor level degrees are not as in demand at Los Alamos currently, graduate degrees in
Engineering are.

!
LOS ALAMOS

"
The BLA/BIS degree can be effectively marketed in Los Alamos as there are many
administrative (non-technical) staff at Los Alamos National Laboratory [LANL] who would
benefit from the flexibility of the program.

!
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While BUS/LAIS has made a significant contribution to what is known as “The Bachelor &
Graduate Programs” of Extended University across the state, the biggest potential future growth
exists at UNM-West (Rio Rancho), Los Alamos, and Kirtland Air Force Base.
The Director has been working with Dr. Wynn Goering, CEO of UNM-West and UNM-Los
Alamos, designing marketing themes and concentrations for each of those communities.

!
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4C. Provide a description of program advisement for students.
4D. Describe any student support services that are provided by the unit.
4E. Describe any student success and retention initiatives in which the unit participates.

!
The Need for Professional Advisement
A point that was repeatedly raised by the faculty founding fathers was the essential need for
quality advisement. One of the most important reasons for this is the development of a Degree
Plan, what we now refer to as a student’s Plan of Study. Because a BUS degree does not have a
faculty pre-approved curriculum or upper class students in their plan of study to consult with, a
forward thinking comprehensive degree plan is essential for students in individualized studies to
reach their goals of graduate school or a career position upon graduating. Advisement brochures
available through the early 1980's seemed to emphasize two key goals: the vocational/
occupational goals of students, and meeting UNM’s graduation requirements. In this early
literature there is mention made that only 25 percent of B.U.S. students enter graduate school,
whereas 75 percent of them enter the workforce. There seems to be an assumption made by the
University College staff that "creativity" precludes "advanced academic inquiry", and the
students bought into that paradigm with convincing regularity according to the numbers.
Current advisement procedures give more attention to program development by offering an
interdisciplinary structure for students to model, and an automated tracking system (via the
UNMMVS, what is now STC Banner) to assist in monitoring graduation progress for a student.
This developmental approach to advisement has changed these trends bringing current B.U.S.
students to a 50/50 grad-school to workforce balance. In a section entitled “Think About Your
Future” the current advisement system gives special attention to building concentration and focus
areas, preparing for graduate/professional school, and career preparation.
For example, in “Think about your Future” section of the handbook the advisement materials
give a student several decisions to work on and advice to prepare for each choice the students
make.
“There are several paths you may follow after your graduation from the BUS program. You need
to decide as early as possible which path you plan to take. You may continue your formal
education by attending a graduate school to prepare you for a profession such as medicine, law,
or university teaching. You may wish to obtain a teaching certificate to allow you to teach at the
primary or secondary level, or an advanced degree to enhance your job opportunities. Your
B.U.S. program can be tailored for any of these options. You may, however, enter the job market
upon completion of your degree. The more carefully you plan your course of study, the more
prepared you will be for the job you wish to pursue.

!
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Toward Graduate (Professional) School Get to know your Professors. They are your best information resource. Your application for
graduate study will require at least two letters of recommendation from your professors.
Study the prerequisites of your graduate program. Include in your BUS curriculum any specific
courses your graduate program requires or suggests. Also note that some graduate courses have
undergraduate analogs.
Prepare a well-rounded application. Your should consider whether or not participation in an
internship or field experience program related to your graduate degree is necessary. Adding
practical experience to solid academic credentials should enhance your application. However,
you should consider any opportunities to conduct field work or an internship as valuable
experience.
Give special care to your Letter of Intent or Portfolio. Most graduate applications ask for a Letter
of Intent or a Portfolio as well as test scores and letters or recommendation. The Letter of Intent
allows you to present yourself, your unique circumstances and qualities in a favorable light.
Give your Letter of Intent or your Portfolio the attention it deserves.
Toward a Career Begin early to work in your chosen field. Most college graduates begin in entry-level career
positions. Direct, relevant experience in your chosen field coupled with your BUS degree should
enhance your selection and promotion.
Focus your studies as soon as your can.. While the BUS degree allows you to explore a broad
range of interests, you should focus your studies as soon as you are sure of the career you wish to
pursue.
Acquire skills in your field. Career planning may differ from academic planning in that the
former focuses on acquiring skills instead of preparation for more advanced inquiry. An example
involving course selection might be “technical writing as a more appropriate (performance
oriented) choice than a metaphysics course." (Skipp, 1996)
Advisement 'as good as it gets' is not always enough to propel momentum towards academic
progress for some students. Taking advantage of current trends and technology/computer
automation academic holds have recently been adjusted which flag students who's G.P.A. drops
below a 2.0 (at anytime), are admitted by Enrollment Management without the required
interview, or who reach 90+ earned credit hours and have not yet applied to graduate. This
tracking system improves advisement because it keeps administrative track of students that
would otherwise slip through the cracks or sabotage their own progress.
The BUS/BLA/BIS website at bus.unm.edu is filled with hand-outs for any student regarding
advisement, decisions to think about, and guides for getting the most out of your degree.
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The advisement model that the BUS program began using in 1996 was called by NACADA
(National ACademic ADvising Association) developmental. “Developmental academic advising
is defined as a systematic process based on a close student-advisor relationship intended to aid
students in achieving educational, career, and personal goals through the utilization of the full
range of institutional and community resources. To advise a student developmentally, Kramer
(1999) suggests the following:
1. know/apply student development theory
2. focus on students; their on-going needs over an extended period of time. One advising
session builds upon another.
3. challenge students to achieve their learning potential and to take academic risks.
4. view students as active partners actively engaged in intellectual and personal growth
5. help students think about and articulate what is important to them in their academic as
well as their personal lives.
6. set short-term as well as long-term goals, discuss ways to achieve those goals, and help
the student monitor progress in fulfilling those goals.”
- Ref: Kramer, G.L. (1999). Developmental Academic Advising. In Session Guide, Academic Advising Summer
Institute, pp. 198-216.Manhattan,KS: National Academic Advising Association. - See more at: http://
www.nacada.ksu.edu/Resources/Clearinghouse/View-Articles/Developmental-AcademicAdvising.aspx#sthash.RKslB2tt.dpuf

As a program this is accomplished in many ways, primarily through the student’s individualized
plan of study. Advisors are also very holistic in that the connection of the student to outside
resources, and practice proactive/early intervention. Everything designed has student success,
retention, and degree completion in mind.

!
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4F. Describe where graduates of each program are typically placed. Describe efforts to measure
the success of program graduates and the results of those measures. 	


!
Student View of BUS	

Demographic studies of the BUS Program over the years have painted a fairly consistent picture
in terms of who is utilizing the program and why they are in BUS. A clear majority of students
have been over 26 years old and have entered the program with a 2.5 cumulative G.P.A. or
higher. Also, most students enter the program after the completion of their freshman/sophomore
years, as opposed to transfer from other colleges within UNM. Transfer students into UNM also
rate very high on the BUS admissions profile. It was also found in 1979 that nearly one-third of
all students in the program used it to qualify for admission to other UNM colleges. This trend
slowly disappeared over the last 10 years with more forward thinking Freshman advisement by
the Office of Undergraduate Studies (UGS), which subsequently became the University College
Advisement Center (UCAC), and the creation of a special category of undergraduate registration
known as “The Qualifying Year.” This new category gives students one semester to one
academic year to meet admissions requirements to the college of their choice. As this policy was
changed again in 2010 back to a policy of 64 earned/72 attempted hours and you must declare a
major, BUS enrollments will likely be significantly impacted.	

Students whose names were on the prospective graduation list of Fall 1979 and Spring 1980
were surveyed by questionnaire. The purpose of this study was to determine the degree of
student satisfaction with their undergraduate education in general and with the BUS program in
particular, students future educational and vocational plans, their reasons for choosing the
program, and perceived advantages and disadvantages of the program. This is now accomplished
by the Statement of Purpose and the Graduation Essay in a student’s program.	

Analysis of the data obtained from the 1979-80 graduates yielded interesting findings. The
students appeared to be generally quite satisfied with their educational experience at UNM. For
example, 73% of the respondents expressed satisfaction with their overall education, 80% were
pleased with the courses available in their major area of interest, and 68% were favorably
impressed with the quality of instruction. Approximately two thirds felt that their skills in
specific academic areas (e.g. written and verbal communication skills, quantitative skills. ability
to analyze critically) developed to an expected level.	

With respect to students plans after graduation, almost 50% intended to work after graduation;
30% planned to work as well as continue their education, while the remaining 20% wanted to
continue their studies at the graduate level immediately. Of the students who planned to work
(80% of the respondents), almost half had already made employment arrangements. These
findings parallel those of previous surveys of BUS graduates.	

An inquiry into student’s reasons for choosing BUS revealed that the majority (more than two
thirds of the respondents) selected the program because of greater autonomy in making academic
and curricular decisions and because of the programs minimal graduation requirements. 16% of
the students preferred the program since it enabled them to graduate sooner than would have
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been possible in another degree college. Almost 10% selected BUS because of a lack of
academic focus. Again these findings are comparable to information previously obtained from
BUS students.	

Information on the advantages and disadvantages of the BUS program was elicited though openend questions. The BUS program seems to offer many advantages to the "non-traditional"
student. These students pointed out repeatedly that without the existence of the program they
would most likely not have been able to obtain a baccalaureate degree. Many of them had
definite goals in mind when coming or returning to UNM and many could attend the university
only on a part-time basis. They felt that curricular requirements imposed by the traditional degree
programs would have impeded their pursuit of a degree.	

Remarks on the disadvantages of the BUS degree by a few students have led some faculty
members and community members to characterize the BUS degree as not being legitimate. Some
thought that the stigma was undeserved and most likely attributable to the misuse of the program
by a few students seeking an “easy degree.” A position debated extensively by the Faculty Senate
when the degree was approved.	

If the student has taken courses in fields that prepared him or her for either the specific
employment or graduate work, and the student was otherwise acceptable such as having the
requisite GPA or other personal qualifications, the fact that the degree was labeled a BUS but did
not designate a major or minor posed no barrier.	

A survey was conducted of student alumni in 1995-96 asking how well their degree prepared
them for what they are doing now, and to please send a business card to show other students
what is possible with this degree. More than 2500 alumni responded, it was a very successful
experiment. In the Spring 2014 semester Alumni Relations was contacted to see about designing
a electronic campaign to reach the more than 5000 alumni of the program. Currently plans are
being made to build this database.	

All data regarding previous surveys was obtained from various annual reports written over the
past four decades. 	


!
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Criterion 5. Faculty	

The faculty associated with the unit’s programs should have appropriate qualifications and
credentials. They should be of sufficient number to cover the curricular areas of each program
and other research and service activities. (Differentiate by program where appropriate.)	


!
5A. Describe the composition of the faculty and their credentials. Provide an overall summary
of the percent of time devoted to the program for each faculty member and roles and
responsibilities within each program. 	

The LAIS program has no faculty of it’s own. Students take courses offered by other
Departments (ex. College of Arts & Sciences) to build a Plan of Study. The faculty of students in
the BUS/BLA degree program belong to their home Departments or other Units.	

The new LAIS courses are being designed and taught by Dr. Tracy Skipp, Director of the LAIS
program.	


!
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5B. Provide information regarding professional development activities for faculty within the
unit. 	

There is a need for professional development for the advisement staff of LAIS, as they are not
regularly able to attend or present at conferences.	


!
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5C. Provide a summary and examples of research/creative work of faculty members within the
unit. 	

The Director, Dr. Tracy Skipp, is working on a book tentatively titled “Designation of the
Individual” which explains the anatomy of academic degrees and how/why they differ.	


!
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5D. Provide an abbreviated vitae (2 pages or less) or summary of experience for each faculty
member (if a program has this information posted on-line, then provide links to the information). 	

No faculty CV’s.
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Criterion 6. Resources and Planning	

The unit has sufficient resources and institutional support to carry out its mission and achieve its
goals.	

6A. Describe how the unit engages in resource allocation and planning. If the program or unit
has an advisory board, describe the membership and charge and how the board’s
recommendation are incorporated into decision making. 	


!
When the current Director, Dr. Tracy Skipp, started advising for the BUS program in 1996 the
Faculty Senate Oversight committee consisted of a representative from each UNM College or
School. This sub-committee of the Faculty Senate debated and ultimately approved all changes
to the degree requirements put forth (1996-2001).	

In 2002-03, due primarily to retirements, and interested faculty taking other positions, the
committee became fragmented and no regular “oversight” was happening. At this point Dean
Peter White began to make programmatic decisions without consultation. The program has
operated independently from 2003-2013. It was at this time the Director approached the new
Dean, Dr. Kate Krause, if LAIS could once again involve faculty in the growth process of our
newly approved degrees.	

Last month Dr. Skipp met with Dean Krause and the new Faculty Senate President Professor
Pamela Pyle about the history above and the LAIS program’s strong desire to involve faculty in
the advisory process for the continued growth of the program. In agreement, Professor Pyle
suggested we submit a list of interested faculty to her and she would take it under advisement.	


!
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6B. Provide information regarding the unit’s budget including support received from the
institution as well as external funding sources. 	

AY 2014-15 BUDGET	


"

"
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The budget (above) shows the program’s expenses are almost completely salary lines. Other than
salary, $6000 remains to operate a graduation convocation ceremony in May (each year), and instate travel (to the EU Centers).
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6C. Describe the composition of the staff assigned to the unit (including titles and FTE) and
their responsibilities.
Tracy Skipp, Ed.D.
Senior Program Manager — grade 14
1.0 FTE
Under indirect supervision, oversees a large, integrated program consisting of a set of
interconnected component activities, and/or a group of associated, separately funded programs.
Implements workscope, establishes funding, provides program/project planning, budgeting, and
administration, and develops related operational policies and procedures. The programs/projects
administered are usually focused on an associated set of complementary objectives within an
overall mission, may be scientific, research, services, and/or education oriented.
Mariah Harrison, MCRP
Senior Student Success Specialist — grade 13
1.0 FTE
Provides professional guidance, consultation, representation, and support to academic
constituencies on matters, trends, and issues pertaining to student success needs within a major,
autonomously functioning academic component of the University. Participates in the
development and implementation of programs and initiatives with defined recruitment, retention
and graduation outcomes. Administers a variety of student support services such as: recruitment,
placement testing, financial aid advising, academic and career advisement, tutoring, accessibility
services and early crisis intervention. Participates in the development and implementation of
strategic and operating plans, and interprets, adapts, and integrates University policies and
procedures, as appropriate to meet the learning and academic success needs of the student
population.
Lukas Cash, M.A.
Student Success Specialist — grade 12
1.0 FTE
Oversees, coordinates, and advises on a variety of programs associated with student success
within a major, autonomously functioning academic component of the University. Implements
programs and initiatives with defined recruitment, retention and graduation outcomes. Provides a
variety of student support services such as: recruitment, placement testing, financial aid advising,
academic and career advisement, tutoring, accessibility services and early crisis intervention.
Implements strategic and operating plans as appropriate to meet the learning and academic
success needs of the student population.

!
!
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6D. Describe the library resources that support the unit’s academic and research initiatives.

!
LAIS does not have a departmental library or separate computing facilities for students in
University College.
We have, just this semester, been assigned a Librarian for University College that works out of
Zimmerman Library.

!

Page !78

Criterion 7. Facilities
The facilities associated with the unit are adequate to support student learning as well as
scholarly and research activities.
7A. Describe the facilities associated with the unit and associated programs including, but not
limited to, classrooms, program space (offices, conference rooms, etc.), laboratories, equipment,
access to technology, etc.

!
The LAIS program has three offices in the University College Dean’s suite (180) — offices 192,
193, and 194 of the University Advisement & Enrichment Center [bldg. 85].
The other offices are assigned to:
•

Professor Kate Krause, Dean of University College & The Honors College

•

Sonia Rankin, J.D., Associate Dean for Curriculum & Program Development

•

Dr. Dan Young, Director of Research Service Learning

•

Kiyoko Simmons, Director of the Center for Academic Excellence & Leadership
Development (CAELD)

•

(2) Program Coordinators for the Freshman Academic Communities

•

and our College Operations Manager

!
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7B. Describe any computing facilities maintained by the unit.

!
LAIS has no other facilities. Our program shares a part-time IT support student employee with
the rest of the suite.

!
!
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Criterion 8. Program Comparisons
The programs within the unit are of sufficient quality compared to relevant peers. (Differentiate
by program where appropriate.)	

8A. Provide information on the distinguishing characteristics of the programs within the unit.
Discuss the unit’s programs in comparison with other programs such as number of faculty,
student characteristics, types of programs :	

Parallel programs at any of our 22 peer institutions.	

• Parallel programs at any of our regional/student referent peer institutions.	

• Regional and national comparisons of academic programs.	


!
1997 Peer Institution Review	

The Faculty Senate Oversight Committee of UNM' s B.U.S. Program has requested that Dr.
Skipp initiate a comparative research study of similar or model programs from around the
country. This was accomplished primarily through two avenues: by requesting information from
other Academic Advisors who participate in the national listserv “ACADV-L,” and by reading
and evaluating other institutions web pages.	

Below is a listing all of the different types of degree's available in the 1997 study by their
specific nomenclature, and the corresponding institution(s) offering the degree. (This list is not
comprehensive.)	

PEER REVIEW TABLE
Type of Baccalaureate

University

Bachelor of Arts in Literature, Science & the Arts

Iowa

Bachelor of Arts in Individualized Study

NYU’s Gallatin School, Colorado, Tennessee, Eastern
Illinois, Metro State (Denver)

Bachelor of Arts/Science in Integrative Studies

Nebraska

Bachelor of Integrative Studies

Michigan State

Bachelor of Professional Studies

Widener (Philadelphia)

Bachelor of Arts/Science in General Studies

Washington

Bachelor of General Studies

Roosevelt (Chicago), Simon Fraser, Kansas,
Chaminade (Hawaii), Central Oklahoma, Oakland
(Michigan), Missouri- St.Louis

Bachelor of Arts in Distributed Studies

Colorado

Bachelor of Interdisciplinary Studies

Georgia State
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Type of Baccalaureate

University

Bachelor of Arts in Interdisciplinary Studies

South Carolina, Arizona, Virginia, Missouri-Columbia

Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Arts

Texas-Austin

Bachelor of Liberal Studies

Oklahoma, Bowling Green State (Ohio), Iowa State,
Harvard

Bachelor of University Studies

New Mexico, Nebraska, Utah

A second way that the programs were compared was to look specifically at UNM's Peer
Institutions. This group of 16 universities was predetermined by the Office of Institutional
Research at UNM in 1997, and groups Universities & Colleges according to type/kind of
university (private, regional, land-grant, etc...), programs/degrees offered, and other vital
demographic data. The following is a list of UNM's Peer Institutions which (I was told) has
remained unchanged for the last three years.	

After analyzing all comparable & available degree programs in the interdisciplinary mode a few
differences between them emerge. UNM's B.US. Program is one of only two programs (with
Arizona) that does not require a formal application approval by means of an entrance essay or the
filing of a degree plan. Many of the other schools emphasized the exclusivity of their
interdisciplinary program (much like the honors program). The BUS degree is also more liberal
than most in the freedom we present to our students as to the courses they can take and the
grades that they can make. The entrance interview serves as an advising and planning session,
but Advisor’s do not reject any qualified student (at least 26 hours, at least a 2.0 GPA and English
102) who wishes to enter the program and takes part in an entrance interview. BUS requires an
overall 2.0 in the courses which count toward the B.U.S. degree as well as a 2.0 in upper division
courses.	


!
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The University of Arizona 	

Bachelor of Interdisciplinary Studies	

“The Interdisciplinary Studies (IDS) major was created as an option for students whose academic
and career goals are not best served with a traditional major and minor. The program allows
students to have a custom-designed major, individualized to reflect personal interests, values and
needs. It requires at least 21 units in three (3) subject areas. To be approved, a student must
demonstrate how these three areas complement each other to form a coherent "theme" and how
these three areas better prepare the student for their academic and career goals than a traditional
major and minor.”	

The University of Arkansas — Fayetteville	

— several interdisciplinary or multidisciplinary majors	

“The University provides several options for students to pursue education more broadly than one
field of undergraduate study might allow, including interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary
programs. These programs allow broader instruction and research opportunities, especially in
emerging fields that haven’t reached the academic breadth to constitute a department in their own
right or in cases in which collaboration between one or more departments allows faculty from
each existing department to contribute to the interdisciplinary or multidisciplinary major.”	

University of Colorado — Boulder 	

BA in Distributed Studies	

“The BA in Distributed Studies is intended for students who have accumulated a significant
number of credit hours toward the completion of one or more majors and are not eligible to
continue in those majors. An individually structured track also is available in the distributed
studies program. Students pursuing the individually structured track must write and defend a
thesis based on original scholarly or creative work.	

The University of Iowa 	

Bachelor of Liberal Studies	

“Like our Bachelor of Applied Studies, the Bachelor of Liberal Studies (BLS) doesn't require the
traditional selection of a major. What it does offer you is the opportunity to choose your course
work based on your interests and with the guidance of your advisor.”	

University of Kansas — Main 	

Bachelor of General Studies	

“The Bachelor of General Studies (B.G.S.) degree requires the completion of either a minor, comajor, or double major. It is the CLAS bachelor's degree option that includes more elective hours
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than either the BA or BS. It can be well-suited for students who have changed degree programs,
or are completing multiple majors, minors, or degrees.”	

University of Kentucky 	

Topical Studies — major	

“Students who have multiple interests or interests which do not fall into departmental areas may
select a topic for concentration instead of a departmental major. Topical Studies offers academic
flexibility and allows students to cut across departmental and college lines in constructing
meaningful and imaginative programs. Each topical major is designed and directed by the
student in consultation with a faculty advisor in the general area of study, and in consultation
with the topical studies advisor in the A&S Advising Center.”	

University of Missouri — Columbia 	

Bachelor of Liberal Studies & Bachelor of General Studies	

“The new baccalaureate degree was designed to meet needs specific to metropolitan St. Louis.
The Bachelor of Liberal Studies (BLS) responds to the needs of traditional and non- traditional
students who have multiple interests and want a less specialized degree than a traditional degree
but more focus than the Bachelor of General Studies. The disciplines available to students’
degree programs are central to undergraduate programs and represent the liberal and fine arts,
science, social science, humanities, business, and public policy.”	

University of Nebraska — Lincoln 	

Individualized Program of Studies — major	

“The College of Arts and Sciences major or minor in Individualized Program of Studies
(Interdisciplinary Studies) allows a student to design an academic program to pursue a special
interest not covered by the established majors or minors offered by the College. A proposal must
be interdisciplinary, (that is, come from more than one department), and center on a clearly
defined problem area, a defined body of thought, a specific area of interest, or a specific
educational goal. The program is not intended to allow students to graduate without
concentrating their thoughts in some clearly defined pattern.”	

University of Oklahoma — Norman 	

Bachelor of Liberal Studies	

“OU's Liberal Studies bachelor's programs are designed to give an education option for working
adults and non-traditional students juggling jobs, family commitments and other personal
responsibilities. Students choose from several degree options, from self-paced to online-only
degrees. Courses are offered in either an accelerated eight-week format or a longer self-paced
format, and students can complete them online, on site or via independent study. The college
provides advising to get students the education they need to advance their professional careers to
the next level.”	

Page !84

University of Oregon 	

BA in Independent Studies	

“The Independent Study Program (ISP) is designed for students who want to pursue extended
scholarly studies in an area not represented within established departments or schools. Students
working for a Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) in ISP must maintain a 3.50 grade point average. The
student should normally complete a “407 seminar” in an appropriate department, and have
specific coherent plans for independent work. A proposal outlining these plans, and
demonstrating that this program of study is not available through any other department or school,
must be presented to a faculty committee. In consultation with the committee, each student sets
individual goals and designs a schedule of courses and research that will culminate in a senior
thesis or project.”	

University of South Carolina — Columbia 	

BA in Interdisciplinary Studies	

“The Bachelor of Arts in Interdisciplinary Studies (BAIS) is a unique program that allows mature
students with clear academic goals the opportunity to help structure their baccalaureate degree.
The BAIS program is administered for the University by the College of Hospitality, Retail, and
Sport Management.”	

University of Tennessee — Knoxville 	

The Individualized Program	

“Existing Arts and Sciences majors will satisfy the needs of most students entering the
university. Some, however, come with particular strengths in their preparation or with special
interests which do not coincide with traditional departmental or interdepartmental majors. For
these students, the individualized program has been established as a means of attaining a closer
correlation between student needs and academic programs. The student may design a program in
consultation with an advisor and submit it for consideration to the Committee on the
Individualized Program. The proposed courses of study must have some clear central purpose,
usually implemented through intensive work in two or three departments; an undirected
scattering of courses will not be approved.”	

The University of Texas — Austin 	

BA in the Humanities Program	

“The Humanities Program offers the highly motivated and able student the opportunity to
fashion his or her own course of study as a major for the B.A. degree. Each course in the
individual program of study must clearly contribute to a coherent major with a focus on a
particular theme, idea, or question. As the model plans in this brochure show, that
interdisciplinary subject may be as specific as Health Care Policy, or as comprehensive as
Philosophy, Politics, and Economics. Each humanities major writes a senior thesis that addresses
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a particular aspect, case, application, or interpretation of the chosen topic. On occasion the thesis
may be an original creative work such as a novel, a drama, a collection of poems, or a piece of
music. Humanities seniors present their thesis findings at a conference for the academic
community each semester.”	

University of Utah 	

Bachelor of University Studies	

“The Bachelor of University Studies (B.U.S.) program provides students with the flexibility of
creating an individualized major in an area not otherwise available at the University. Students
must design, propose, and complete the degree under the guidance of the director of the B.U.S.
program, and the supervision of a tenure-track faculty member (faculty adviser). The proposal
for the major is expected to have a thematic focus and to be academically rigorous. The program
of study will include an interdisciplinary set of courses that are appropriate to the theme of the
major and requires the completion of a senior project designed by the student and faculty adviser.
The senior project is usually presented as a thesis but may take other forms such as a visual work
of art or a computer program.	

University of Virginia — Main 	

Interdisciplinary Major Program	

“The Interdisciplinary Major Program offers students with unusual interests, superior ability, and
exceptional self-discipline the opportunity to design an individual program of study instead of
pursuing a regular department major. The program hopes to attract proposals that show creativity,
novel approaches to learning, and experimentation, but it does insist that the applicant be able to
designate clearly a definite field of study which falls within the liberal arts and sciences. Medical
Ethics, Psychobiology, Irish Studies, Physical Anthropology, Post-modern Studies, and
Philosophical Psychology are examples of the kinds of programs that are acceptable. There are,
of course, many other. The program is a Distinguished Majors Program and requires a
cumulative grade-point average of at least 3.4. Students whose projects can be completed
through regular departmental or interdepartmental majors will be asked to apply to those
programs.	

Successful applicants must demonstrate that the College has sufficient resources to support the
proposal. Toward this end, you are asked to list thirty hours of course work (normally 300-level
and above), drawn from three different departments of the College that will form your
curriculum. Also, you must secure the sponsorship of your proposal from a (full-time) faculty
member from each department as well as their agreement to serve as your mentor. Finally, all
IMP students must agree to write a year-long thesis, worth six credit hours, in their fourth year.
At least two of the sponsors must agree to direct, read and grade this work.”	


!
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University of Washington 	

Individualized Study (IS) option — Interdisciplinary Studies major	

“The Individualized Study (IS) option within the Interdisciplinary Studies major is designed for
highly-motivated students who want to create their own course of study. IS students work closely
with one or more faculty mentors in IAS or other programs at UW as they shape a degree suited
to their intellectual and professional interests and ambitions. Housed in the Interdisciplinary Arts
and Sciences (IAS) program, IS allows students to create degree options in subjects ranging from
science communication and environmental education to gender studies and digital arts. The
resulting student-driven curriculum includes formal and informal meetings between students and
their faculty mentors, along with a portfolio-based process of self-reflection on their learning as
it evolves.”	
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2014 Peer Institutions Review	


!
Arizona State University	

Bachelor of General Studies	

The BGS offers students a flexible, innovative path to degree completion. Graduates of the
program will be informed and effective members of society, who are well-prepared for a
changing global marketplace with its diverse cultures. The theme of this degree is "Society and
the Individual." Students will explore the tensions between individualism and collectivism, the
public and private self, and the interplay of culture and identity.	

Bachelor of Interdisciplinary Studies	

The BIS degree, one of the top five programs in the country, offers students the freedom to select
two concentration areas from a rich menu of more than 140 possibilities (see concentration
check-sheets at https://sls.asu.edu/bis/checksheets). The core curriculum provides students the
intellectual tools to integrate their concentration areas, engage in interdisciplinary problemsolving, and prepare for careers and graduate programs that increasingly cross disciplinary
boundaries.	

An interdisciplinary studies student could choose to integrate entertainment technology and
business, applied psychology and social welfare, communication and justice studies, public
administration and ethics, kinesiology and computer gaming, or many other unique
combinations.	

Interdisciplinary studies is an approach to answering questions, solving problems and addressing
contemporary social issues from multiple perspectives. Interdisciplinary studies students take an
active role in designing their educational plans and defining their career goals. The degree
emphasizes written communication, versatility, self-assessment and critical thinking - essential
skills for navigating today's dynamic world.	

Bachelor of Liberal Studies	

The BLS program helps to address student interests in a broad array of disciplines and subject
matter. The program aims to provide students with the grounding to use knowledge in a manner
that will help them to become more successful thinkers, decision-makers and leaders. The liberal
studies core classes are designed to promote critical and creative thinking as students learn how
to draw upon diverse disciplinary perspectives and modes of inquiry, help in the development of
communication skills and support efforts toward professional career development.	

Students majoring in liberal studies have become part of an international movement in higher
education. This movement has proven empowering to people who are given the flexibility to
explore multiple interests or approach a particular interest from various perspectives. Students
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are not alone in their chosen path. In fact, our program is just one of hundreds of similar
programs offered in colleges and universities across the nation.	

The program shares with all other liberal arts and science degrees the goal of developing
analytical and communicative abilities. The program offers breadth of learning in an online
setting. The liberal studies degree is transdisciplinary, providing students a thematic approach to
education.	

New Mexico State University	

Bachelor of Individualized Studies	

The Bachelor of Individualized Studies (BIS) degree, offered by the College of Extended
Learning, provides an alternative for students who have interdisciplinary educational objectives
that can only be met by an individually tailored program of study. This major bridges academic
disciplines and gives a student the opportunity to develop a course of study appropriate to their
unique educational and career goals.	

Oklahoma State University	

Bachelor of University Studies	

Individualization and flexibility are features of the program leading to the degree of Bachelor of
University Studies. The program is designed for goal-directed, motivated, and mature students
who find that the present degree programs (majors) at the University will not enable them to
attain their educational objectives. The Bachelor of University Studies degree program allows a
student to use the total resources of the University available to accomplish unique educational
objectives. The program may or may not prepare a student for a particular occupation or for entry
into a professional school.	

Texas A&M	

Bachelor of University Studies	

The University Studies degree is an innovative course of study that provides Texas A&M
University students with the flexibility to combine several areas of interest into an individual
degree plan. A US degree plan includes a concentration in one area of study of at least 21 hours,
combined with two minors, each of which may require at least 15 hours. One minor must be in
an academic department outside the college of the concentration.	

Texas Tech University	

Bachelor of Arts or Bachelor of Science in University Studies	

University studies is an interdisciplinary major that fosters new areas of learning and discovery
by facilitating student learning across department and college boundaries. Administered by the
Division of Undergraduate Education and Student Affairs within the Office of the Provost, a
Bachelor of Arts or Bachelor of Science in University Studies provides a unique course of study
Page !89

that allows students flexibility in choosing three distinct areas of study. Each area is referred to as
a “concentration.” Although the three concentrations exist as separate programs within the
university, they are normally unavailable as a combination of courses in an existing degree
program. For example, a student might focus on a specialization in environmental journalism
with concentrations in journalism, plant and soil sciences, and environmental toxicology. Each
area exists in different colleges as part of separate degree programs, but only a major in
university studies will allow students to study the three concentrations as a unit.	

Integrative Studies (a minor or concentration)	

Integrative studies is an approach to answering questions, solving problems and addressing
contemporary social issues from multiple perspectives. Integrative studies students develop the
intellectual tools needed to build bridges across academic disciplines and apply their skills,
innovations, and knowledge in various academic and practical settings. In core classes, students
develop portfolio artifacts that showcase their individual skills, interests, and talents. This
portfolio and the applied learning experience provide each student with valuable resources for
flexible, individualized career planning and development.	

Bachelor of General Studies	

The 120-hour Bachelor of General Studies (B.G.S.) is a challenging and rewarding option for
students who wish a greater degree of flexibility in their course of study. As an interdisciplinary
degree, it is not based on a specific major or minor. Instead, the student’s curriculum will consist
of courses from three areas of concentration, at least two of which should be established minors
(or interdisciplinary programs) recognized within the 2012-2013 catalog or later. Further, two of
the three areas must be within the College of Arts and Sciences. Thus, a well-designed B.G.S.
degree can help a student prepare to pursue a particular intellectual interest, a professional
ambition, or graduate study. The three concentration areas form a coherent specialization that is
unavailable elsewhere in the university as an organized plan of study.	

The University of Tennessee	

The Individualized Program	

“Existing Arts and Sciences majors will satisfy the needs of most students entering the
university. Some, however, come with particular strengths in their preparation or with special
interests which do not coincide with traditional departmental or interdepartmental majors. For
these students, the individualized program has been established as a means of attaining a closer
correlation between student needs and academic programs. The student may design a program in
consultation with an advisor and submit it for consideration to the Committee on the
Individualized Program. The proposed courses of study must have some clear central purpose,
usually implemented through intensive work in two or three departments; an undirected
scattering of courses will not be approved.”
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The University of Texas at El Paso	

Bachelor of Multidisciplinary Studies (BMS)	

The Bachelor of Multidisciplinary Studies is a flexible degree plan that allows you to maximize
the credits you have already earned and to build a degree plan that best fits your educational
goals. 	

University of Arizona	

Bachelor of General Studies	

A broader, multidisciplinary course of study rather than a traditional major/minor, the General
Studies degree prepares students to think critically and analytically across a wide range of
disciplines or fields of study. Students take the majority of their courses in a Focus which
requires 36 units. The remaining courses are taken in 3 different Concentrations, with 9 units
required in each Concentration.	

University of Houston	

Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Studies	

Liberal Studies students do three minors, instead of a traditional major and minor. We have
students doing minors in, e.g. Business Foundations, English, and Spanish; Biology, Philosophy,
and Art History; Supply Chain Logistics, Economics, and Global and International Studies;
Studio Arts, Art History, and Anthropology; Classical Studies, Law, Values and Policy, and
National Security Studies ... well, you get the idea! There are over 40,000 possible combinations
of minors!	

University of Nevada, Las Vegas	

Bachelor of Arts in Multidisciplinary Studies	

The degree program in Multidisciplinary Studies is designed for the student who has clear
interests and objectives that overlap colleges and/or departments, and whose objectives cannot
reasonably be met through existing majors and minors. The program offers students the
opportunity to focus and harness their energies by providing plans of study tailored to their
individual interests through the incorporation of courses or sets of courses offered in departments
and colleges across campus. As such, the program emphasizes flexibility and combines
specialized knowledge from individual disciplines as a means of approaching and analyzing
problems from divergent and multidisciplinary perspectives. Students participate in a capstone
during their final semester, demonstrating the incorporation of their areas of study into a project,
presentation, and paper.	


!
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University of Oklahoma	

Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Studies	

The Liberal Studies degree program provides you with broad-ranging exposure across academic
disciplines and familiarity with the great ideas and discoveries of past and current scholarship.	

Using the classical liberal studies model, you will be introduced to humanities, natural sciences,
and social sciences to help you gain an understanding of how each area influences the others.
With such a wide range of scholarly topics, this program provides both, an excellent general
education and foundation to continue graduate studies in many different areas.	



	


!
While the University of Arizona and Oklahoma both drastically changed their programs since
1997, not much is moving quickly in the world of IDS programs as far as modification or
strategic growth. In comparing UNM’s peer institutions a number of new schools appeared in the
final 22, most noted was all the schools from Texas.	

However, in comparing the programs offered by peer’s to our own BLA/BIS degree it could be
said that UNM is most closely aligned with Arizona State University.	


!
!
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Criterion 9. Future Direction	

The unit engages in strategic planning and prioritization in order to achieve its mission and
vision. 	

9A. Provide a summary of strengths and challenges for the unit.	


!
LAIS Strengths — 	

•
•
•
•
•
•

!

not confined to a single discipline
unique advantage of relationships/resources with the whole campus
appeal to a broad range of students
a faculty advisory board
unlimited student growth potential
the variety/flexibility of instructional delivery types that can be used to fulfill degree
requirements

LAIS Challenges — 	


!
!

•
•
•
•
•

being legitimate vs. too many credits to do anything else	

volume of interested students vs. not enough well-trained Advisors	

can’t fund classes our students want outside ABQ	

information confusion by leadership [NSO, EU, Scholes Hall]	

no faculty of our own	
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9B. Describe the unit’s strategic planning efforts.	


!
The Future of University Studies	

Over the last 2 years the focus of UC’s strategic efforts was the evolution of the BUS degree into
the two new BLA & BIS degrees. These new degrees were submitted as a proposal in Fall 2012,
and approved unanimously by the Faculty Senate in Spring 2013. Dean Krause and Director
Skipp traveled the state to spread the word of the change in the Summer of 2013, and it was
implemented in Fall 2013!	

Below is the proposal submitted to the Provost/EVP for Academic Affairs and Faculty Senate
over one year ago…	

NEW BACCALAUREATE DEGREE PRELIMINARY REVIEW AND PROPOSAL OUTLINE:
Major Modification of BUS degree and Creation of New Degree to be offered in University
College at UNM	

The B.U.S program was created by the faculty in 1969 and has historically been administered
through University College. Each year, approximately 900 to 1200 students are enrolled with the
B.U.S. program, making it one of the largest degree-granting majors, regularly graduating the
second- or third-most degrees of any college each year at UNM. Enrollments fluctuate each
semester as many non-traditional students take only one or two courses every other semester as
they balance work, family, and school commitments. 	

Currently students seeking the B.U.S. degree complete all courses required in the University
Core Curriculum and design an individual 36+ credit plan of study leading to a baccalaureate
degree. Plans of study may be thematically based, or specialized in two or more specific subject
areas. These programs of study reflect a broad spectrum of academic areas. While the majority
of students focus on several disciplines within the College of Arts & Sciences, many design their
curriculum with courses from two or more of UNM's other colleges. The B.U.S. degree program
is ideal for students with academic and career aspirations that require inter- or multi-disciplinary
study. Other students, particularly those returning to the university after years away, or those with
full-time jobs, choose the B.U.S. degree because they have specific job-related academic needs
that can be met most efficiently through the B.U.S. program.	


!
1. Program Description	

The B.U.S. program needs to re-define itself as the degree completion program that offers
innovative and flexible fields of study, that supports many UNM graduation initiatives, that
delivers online courses offerings, and that serves the needs of non-traditional student populations
that would otherwise be under-served on campus and across the State. The primary structure of
this re-definition is the evolution of the current University Studies program into two separate
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tracks – Liberal Arts [multidisciplinary and thematic] for returning and career-oriented students,
and Interdisciplinary Studies for students who seek an interdisciplinary undergraduate degree.	

Bachelor of Liberal Arts [BLA degree]	

The first step in this proposal is to change the name from University Studies to Liberal Arts,
resulting in a change in the name of the degree from a BUS degree to a BLA degree. The BLA
degree would target students who want a broad and well-rounded approach to their studies.
Representing approximately two-thirds to three-fourths of the students in the current program,
this degree is a multi-disciplinary, theme-based program of study. Students generally take four to
six areas from the catalog and build a degree program focused on their academic and
professional interests.	

For example, “Women & Leadership” is a thematic plan of study where coursework is drawn
from History, Sociology, Anthropology, Communication, Psychology and Women’s Studies.
Beyond the obvious gender emphasis, students who pursue this track could arrange courses by
ethnicity, geography or a particular period in time.	

This type of multi-discipline organization of study is very popular with academically mature
non-traditional students who are honing or focusing their previously broad distribution of liberal
arts and sciences core classes into a long developed interest that is particularly relevant to them
personally. The primary challenge these students face in furthering their future academic and
career interests and goals after completing this type of program is that the success of each student
is completely dependent on that student’s ability to effectively market his or her individualized,
multidisciplinary degree — in effect, market the uniqueness of what they have designed. 	

Bachelor of Interdisciplinary Studies [BIS degree]	

The second step of this proposal is to create a BIS [Bachelor of Interdisciplinary Studies] degree
for creative students seeking a truly interdisciplinary degree. The new BIS degree would take an
integrative approach to academic course design under faculty supervision for an intense focus on
a new emerging field of study — for example, forensic science. This field of study is
interdisciplinary in the sense that the material from two or more disciplines is integrated into a
single focus. Between one-fourth and one-third of the students currently in the B.U.S program
follow this model when designing their plan of study. Our experience over the last decade is that
interdisciplinary students tend to have graduate or professional education (law school or medical
school) as a goal more often than their multidisciplinary classmates. 	

The BIS degree could also offer multiple interdisciplinary “plans of study” pre-designed by a
committee of interested faculty to reflect the liberal studies and interdisciplinarity of the
program. A faculty mentor would of course, supervise each student. The new concentrations that
are faculty designed could reflect the current A&S group requirements, for example:
Interdisciplinary – Humanities, Interdisciplinary – Social Science, and Interdisciplinary – Arts &
Letters, or could focus on an inherently interdisciplinary issue like sustainability, innovation and
technology, or globalization.	
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The new BIS degree would function much like the proposed Honors degree with one primary
difference – it would be available to students who either do not want to participate in the honors
degree or cannot qualify for honors admission. Offering the BIS to interdisciplinary-minded
students will reinforce the relationships being built between the University Honors program and
the disciplines across campus. Because of its interdisciplinary focus, the BIS might increase
student participation in the Honors College experience itself.	

The proposed timeline is as follows: 	

•
•

Curriculum Workflow process to change the name of B.U.S to BLA: Fall Semester 2012.	

Development of Curriculum for IS Major, minor: Fall 2012, to be submitted for Faculty
Senate approval Fall 2012.	


!
2. Evidence of Need	

The university studies major, or B.U.S degree as it is currently known, is in need of a major
revision. When first conceptualized as a broad general studies program in 1969 the name
“university studies” was inclusive of any creative efforts that a student put together toward
graduation, and was not allowed to be used as a double-major, completed as a second degree, or
include any minor. It is also one of the oldest degree programs of its kind in the country and in
many ways has been a model for similar programs nationally.	

The need for revision has become clear in the last few years as two distinct populations of
student have completed the program to achieve their academic and professional goals. Almost
every other university also has a degree program similar to our degree (B.U.S), however almost
everyone calls it something different. In fact, only the University of Utah still uses this name.
The most widely accepted names at top institutions are the Bachelor of Liberal Arts (BLA
degree) and the Bachelor of Interdisciplinary Studies (BIS degree); this includes educational
innovators such as Harvard and the University of California respectively. 	

Listed in the “Review and Recommendations for University College” (Goering, 2008) a number
of UNM initiatives would be significantly and positively impacted by these changes, most
notably: 	

•
•
•
•
•

Online Degree Programs (EU),	

Evening Weekend Degree Programs,	

Staff as Students,	

Graduation Project and other graduation initiatives,	

And the faux/undeclared “majors” in the College of Arts & Sciences.	


A number of other student communities would benefit from a revised BLA degree including
student-athletes seeking to retain eligibility, transfer students entering with a lot of credits, and
“non-rated” ROTC graduates in line for being commissioned in the Armed Forces.	
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We have also designed an Allied Health Sciences track for students trying to complete
requirements for Nursing or Pre-Med curricula, or are preparing for admission to Physical
Therapy, Physician Assistant, and other Allied Health programs on North campus. The BLA
would offer an alternative to the highly competitive admission eligibility of these programs at the
Nursing and Medical School.	

NOTE: We have recently been approached to create a similar track for the Law Enforcement
career field by San Juan College, and an additional Allied Health track for Santa Fe Community
College. In support of these recent developments, the new BLA program could be a perfect 2+2
completion companion to many additional UNM Branch campus and CNM Associate-level
degrees, based on discussions Associate Dean Skipp has had with senior administrators at these
institutions.	


!
3. Program Content and Quality	

Curricula and Courses; Student Services
We propose three changes to the current University Studies degree [B.U.S], with a name change,
the creation of a new major/minor, and the allowance for use with existing minors. This division
of University College would offer
•
•
•

a multidisciplinary bachelor’s degree, or major [BLA];
an interdisciplinary bachelor’s degree, or major [BIS]; and
an interdisciplinary minor [IS].

The BLA/BIS degrees will continue to operate as the current B.U.S degree does in terms of
admission to, advisement in, and graduation from both majors, with a few specific changes to
Catalog requirements (detailed description will follow in this section). Additionally, a specific
curriculum (course) will be the senior capstone project that will be required of all BIS majors and
interdisciplinary minors. Any new courses will be developed for review and approval by the
Faculty Senate contingent upon Provost approval of this proposal.
Multidisciplinary Major in Liberal Arts [BLA]. The BLA degree as it is being proposed is
essentially the same as the current B.U.S degree with a few specific requirement changes. The
addition of an exit essay will allow for more meaningful outcomes assessment. The reduction in
program residency from 36 to 21 credit hours will keep from penalizing students who, while
having met all other graduation requirements, stop out for three or more semesters and have to
start residency again. The degree will require:
•
•
•

120 credit hours, 50 of which must be upper-division;
36 credit-hour plan of study; and
21 credit-hour residency in BLA program (last 21); and
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•
•

Entrance/graduation essays (250/500 words) describing plan of study goals and outcomes;
and
3 credit hours of Service Learning or Community Based Learning (designated) courses.

Students choosing this major are expected to be returning non-traditional students who are
preparing for the workforce or are currently in the workforce. The broad multidisciplinary nature
of the major will prepare students for the workforce where a degree is necessary for employment
or potential career development on a more advanced career track.
Major in Interdisciplinary Studies [BIS]. The new BIS degree is the option, under the current
B.U.S degree, less frequently used to prepare motivated students for advanced or creative
learning opportunities. The creation of this degree specifically targets students who require or
would benefit from closer collaboration, including research projects, with a faculty mentor or
faculty-led problem solving teams. The degree will require:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

120 credit hours, 50 of which must be upper-division;
36 credit-hour plan of study; and
36 credit-hour residency in BIS program (last 36); and
Entrance essay (250 words) describing plan of study goals; and
the approval of a faculty mentor(s); and
6 credit hours of Service Learning or Community Based Learning (designated) courses.
completion of a substantial Capstone Project (approved by the faculty mentor).

Students choosing this major are expected to be both traditional and non-traditional students who
want to design an individualized program to prepare for unique or advanced learning experiences
– including international, cooperative or professional schools. The focused nature of the major
and apprenticeship-like experience with a faculty member will better prepare students for
advanced study.
Minor in Interdisciplinary Studies. The interdisciplinary studies minor will be similar to what
is currently required of the interdisciplinary studies major, and will be awarded to students who
complete 21 hours of designated courses. This curriculum will allow creative students who are
not in an interdisciplinary major to broaden their academic experience while obtaining a
bachelor’s degree in their chosen discipline.
Senior Capstone course. A senior capstone seminar will be designed to distill and reflect upon the
interdisciplinary experience of each student in the program leading to the creation of a skills
portfolio. Other capstone courses offered through other majors will also be allowed to satisfy this
requirement.

!
!
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4. Governance Structure	

As a division of University College, the Liberal Arts & Interdisciplinary Studies programs will
be overseen by an Associate Dean and staffed by 3 Senior Academic Advisors.	

Administrative and support services will be provided by the University College structure.	

Minimum personnel requirements will be the following:	

1. Associate Dean,	

2. 3 full-time advisors dedicated exclusively to Liberal Arts, and Interdisciplinary Studies (2
currently).	


!
5. Required Resources	

Associate Dean	

The current Associate Dean is nationally certified as a Master Advisor, Career Development
Facilitator, and a Workforce Development Professional and in this role trains Advisors especially
at the branch campuses and EU education centers. In this role the AD meets with departments
and programs campus-wide and system-wide to develop and manage curriculum. Additionally,
he reviews petitions and exceptions and resolves curricular discrepancies, reviews all
certifications for graduation, probation and suspension, honors designations, athletic eligibility,
and military commissioning. He also develops all new initiatives for continued program
development.	

Senior Academic Advisors	

The current team of two senior academic advisors will need to be augmented by one additional
advisor to continue providing quality counseling for students in the BLA/BIS majors to meet
NACADA guidelines. Interdisciplinary advisement is more time intensive than academic
advisement in traditional degrees in that knowledge of degree completion requirements is not the
only goal for students. Each student’s individualized program of study must be developed and
approved. Knowledge of post-collegiate requirements (graduate programs and workforce skills)
as well as knowledge of and cooperation with other interdisciplinary campus programs are a
necessity. For example, international study abroad programs, cooperative education initiatives,
and corporate and governmental internships are a necessity to prepare truly interdisciplinary
students with the skills required to compete in the real world following graduation. To achieve
deep integrative learning academic advisors must assist students in translating their classroom
experiences to life beyond the university. 	


!
!
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6. Projected Enrollment	

When initially formulated in 1969 enrollment in the B.U.S degree was projected to be
approximately 300 students. The student response to this creative initiative exceeded all
expectations by swelling to more than 1500 students in the first year.	

While this is not likely to occur in the current population, the change of name and requirements
may provide initial increased enrollments, as perceptions of the degree will change significantly
among students, staff and faculty. I expect that enrollments will stabilize at our current count of
between 900-1200 total students over the next few years – 700 to 900 in the BLA, and 200 to
300 BIS students.	

In addition, collaboration with Research Service Learning and the Center for Academic
Excellence and Leadership Development will allow for additional opportunities for students as
minors are developed in those areas. Other interdisciplinary programs on campus – i.e. Peace
Studies, Sustainability Studies, Holistic Health, Social Justice, among numerous others – will
provide students with creative curricula to draw on to create BLA/BIS plans of study as well as
complementary minors to pair with majors in traditional departments.	

The current BUS practice of using existing minors from across campus to build these
concentrations is one way to reduce the impact of this change on other departments. Institution
of the BIS will not require departments to offer more sections of courses than they currently
offer. With more students participating in the existing departmental minors these faculty would
see a higher degree of student participation, rather than just an influx of more students. 	


!
Walden University's mission statement sums up the goals of UNM's renaissance B.U.S. program
beautifully, “Few institutions have the potential capacity to bring about necessary change and
long standing change as do the schools and universities of the nation and the world. To that end,
(we)… work towards important improvements at all levels of education, in all of its multiple
functions and aspects, in order that the students we serve may be better prepared for their roles as
parents, professionals, and citizens of the 21st century.”
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9C. Describe the strategic directions and priorities for the unit.	


!
1. Building articulation agreements with Branch campuses and other New Mexico
Community Colleges for working students —> BLA degree.	

2. Feeder AA’s & AS’s [2+2’s] building towards the BIS degree.	


!
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!

Supplemental Information	


The following appendices contain additional materials on the history, philosophy, and design
elements of the former Bachelor of University Studies (BUS) degree, the new Bachelor of
Liberal Arts degree, and the Bachelor of Integrative Studies from 1969 through 2014.
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Appendix A	


History & Formation by the Faculty Senate	

On April 22, 1969, the Faculty Senate of the University of New Mexico brought a proposal
before it to consider a new degree plan. This new degree plan was to be designated Bachelor of
University Studies. It was presented by Professor Wollman for the Committee on the
Enhancement of Education. Other committee members included: Gerry Reavely, Jack Howarth,
Dudley Wynn, and AI Vogel. While the discussion lasted for seventeen pages of transcript, some
valid points were raised by concerned faculty about possible programmatic problems which
might develop should the proposal be carried. The original proposal consisted of the following
three guidelines:	

1. The proposed degree would allow a student to graduate, who has taken 128 hours in the
University,	

2. of which 40 hours would be in courses numbered 300 and above,	

3. and would meet a G.P.A. of 2.0 under our present system.	

That is the degree. "What do you think it will accomplish that we are not currently
accomplishing?" asks Professor Ellis. Professor Wollman responds that careful consideration of
our educational objectives thinks it is a research tool. 'It’s something like using a tracer: let's see
what these students can do. Let's see what typed of course programs they [put together]. [As a
result] we will have a better insight as to what curricular changes might be appropriate."	

Professor Frank asked if there wasn't some sort of precedent for this kind of program at other
universities that we could model. Professor Wollman described how one of his graduate student’s
had conducted a peer review [of sorts] searching other colleges catalogs, but none of the
information she found bore directly on this kind of program.	

Professor Alpert was concerned that seniors in traditional programs might transfer out and into
the B.U.S. to skirt requirements of their declared program(s). He suggested that students should
be in the B.U.S. program for a year before they graduate. This appeal was rejected at the time,
and later adopted by the B.U.S. Faculty Senate Oversight Committee and included in the 1995
catalog to curb this very same problem. Students are now required to complete 36 hours while
enrolled in the program as one of six graduation requirements.	

Professor Frank also remarked, “Something that worries me about this is over-specialization. A
guy can take 43 courses in English and it seems — I question how seriously did your committee
consider some kind of mandatory barrier against such play?" Professor Wollman remarked that
was talked about at considerable length and that's precisely why this is not considered a General
Studies Degree.	

Professor Stuart raised the issue of not having to comply with the mandatory English
composition and physical education required of all other students, ''Isn't this a bad precedent?"
While everyone in the room agreed that mandatory physical education was a bad idea, the
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English composition albatross was addressed almost immediately (in 1970) and made an
admission requirement into the B.U.S. Program.	

Professor Van Dresser wanted to know what the value of a degree would be if a student had only
128 hours of physical education. Professor Bock agreed and thought "This may be a very healthy
move in the direction of the abolition of all undergraduate degrees..." Professor Wollman then
charged “We don't really know what a four year education does for most students." to a room full
of applause.	

Professor Rhodes and Holmstedt felt that this degree flies in the face of tradition to call it a
Bachelors Degree. Maybe a certificate would be more appropriate? Professor Cottrell pointed
out that this degree is not a B.A./B.S. in University Studies it is a very different academic
program capable of it’s own goals and merits, not measured against a traditional program for that
reason.	

Howarth injects, “I want to make a minor point in answer to this gentleman back here, calling it a
bachelors degree . First of all, there's a long and honored tradition in other countries where
people get a bachelors degree for taking nothing more than mathematics or nothing but Latin,
whatever you have. So we are not breaking from tradition for Professor Frank's hypothetical
student who doesn't want to do anything but English. I think it's undoubtedly true that some
students, who will see this as a way of getting a degree and getting out with a piece of paper that
says "Bachelor" on it, with a minimum of effort, but I don't see it as necessarily a bad thing. I
don't see any point in punishing these people who want to do this by forcing them to take
language or physics or things they don't want to take. My feeling is that the student should be
offered as many options as we can possibly give them. This is a place where there's a tremendous
amount of flexibility for students to devise programs for themselves, and this is one reason why
our recommendations about the importance of counseling and academic advising should be
stressed. It's very important, indeed, that students who contemplate this program should be
advised and talked to; not necessarily by faculty alone but by advisors. Many people can give
him guidance, what this will do for him, what he can learn from the kind of program he is
contemplating, and so on."	

Professor Jonas "I would like also to argue that we are not going far afield from the origin and
concept of education with this history, but rather we are approaching it with more unstructured
ways. Now, I would like to add a little bit about my experiences concerning this degree, because
in Hungary this kind of degree is existing and I was able to witness students who enrolled in this
kind of unstructured education where this kind of program is obviously used. It attracts the best
type of students who are probably the most brilliant, but also at the same time, the worst ones
who would like to find excuses for themselves. Outside of that probably the professional student
leaders who would like to hang out around the University, and they do have other kinds of fish to
fry outside the university education and learning. I believe that we can expect these three groups
to be involved in this kind of program. But, for the new ones who are really brilliant and who
would like to have an unstructured education, I believe it is very wise to establish this kind of a
degree."	

The motion is carried without changes proposed by Dean Springer raising the point that the
committee doesn't mean a current semester G.P.A. of 2.0, but rather a minimum cumulative
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G.P.A. of 2.0. This wording change was made however in April of 1970 (the very next catalog),
so that the standards were upheld and not depressed as the Dean was afraid of.	


!
!
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Appendix B	


!
The Idea of Interdisciplinarity	


"Somebody once claimed the only thing connecting the classes in many schools is the plumbing.
Popular though the sentiment may be, it is not an accurate description of higher education today,
for, despite the dominance of disciplinary structures, interdisciplinary studies (IDS) are in
evidence." (J. Kline, 1990, p.156) William Mayville spoke of 3 types if lDS:
1. Revolutionary programs - which dispense with the disciplinarity apparatus.
2. Professional programs - which are committed to training specialists.
3. Programmatic curricula - which broaden cultural frameworks of students.
The BUS program at UNM, according to Klein's definition falls into the "revolutionary"
category, while UNM's General Honors program (now the Honors College) would be most
accurately described as programmatic curricula. However it should be noted that "any attempt to
define IDS is plagued from the start by an institutional particularity about academic goals,
student needs, pedagogical philosophies, administrative policies, disciplinary contexts,
integrative approaches, and attitudes towards interdisciplinarity." (p.156)
There are, however, several commonalities found within all IDS programs world wide:
•

•
•
•

The dominant pattern is to emphasize addition at the lower-levels and synthesis at the
upper-levels. Arguments for associating and synthesizing are aimed at what Charles Fethe
calls "appreciating and binding together" the disparate elements of intellectual
experience.
The opportunity to work-on individualized projects.
An increased effort to help students balance specialization and integration.
A concern by students, 'What can I do with this degree?"

Information collected from the 1997 UNM Peer Review Study has shown that graduates have
gone on to advanced study & careers in a variety of fields, including: law, medicine, theology,
art, play writing, anthropology, American Studies, social work, psychology, communications,
education, library science, editing, research, insurance, and government service. A number of
them are also teaching and working in such areas as ranching, management, printing, filmmaking, television, and other social helping professions such as the Peace Corps.
There is both pessimism and optimism about lDS in the late 1980s and early 1990s. However,
the flexibility and economic largess that sped innovation in the 1960s & 1970s have now faded.
Moreover, then as now, IDS programs have been limited in 3 major ways: by the lack of longstanding tradition for interdisciplinary education (in America), by the power of disciplinary and
departmental boundaries, and by the influence of conditions outside the university.
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At the same time William H. Newell found evidence of a widely touted renaissance of IDS.
Newell found that undergraduate interdisciplinary programs are not only numerous but span all 4
years of the curriculum and 49 of the 50 states. While good programs do exist at prestigious
institutions such as Harvard, Brown, Kenyon, MIT, Stanford, and Vassar, most of the programs
today are in state universities and community colleges.
The chronological trends are particularly revealing. Over 80 percent of the individualized
education programs were started after 1971 and the pace is accelerating. Programs started in the
1960s and early 1970s have been most likely to survive in state institutions. Don Anderson,
adding to Newell's study, concluded that it was important to pay careful attention to individual
career development patterns and to make sure programs are not in direct competition for funds
with traditional departments.

MULTI-INTER-TRANS- DISCIPLINARITY DEFINED

!

Multidisciplinary approaches juxtapose disciplinary/professional perspectives adding breadth
and available knowledge, information, and methods. They speak as separate voices, in
encyclopedic alignment. The status quo is not interrogated, and disciplinary elements retain their
original identity.
Interdisciplinary approaches integrate separate disciplinary data, methods, tools, concepts, and
theories in order to create a holistic view or common understanding of a complex issue, question,
or problem.
Transdisciplinary approaches are comprehensive frameworks that transcend the narrow scope
of disciplinary worldview(s) through an overarching synthesis, such as general systems theory,
policy sciences, feminism, ecology, and sociobiology. More recently, the term also connotes a
new structure of unity informed by the worldview of complexity in science — a new mode of
knowledge production that draws on expertise from a wider range of organizations, and
collaborative partnerships for sustainability that integrate research from different disciplines with
the knowledge of stakeholders in society.

!
One way to look at the differences between the fields is a food analogy. If multidisciplinarity is
seen as a fruit salad, then interdisciplinarity would be a smoothie. Transdisciplinarity is more of
a lens or way of looking at a subject, like vegetarianism.

!
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Appendix C	


Distributed Learning Model	

Below is the BUS (now BLA/BIS) distributive learning model model Dr. Skipp developed to
enhance and describe the anatomy of a degree…
FIGURE 1: CAS MODEL

!
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In the model above the elements to the right are ideas that have been implemented in the BUS
degree over the last few years. The elements to the left are new ideas that have been developed
during the transition from BUS into BLA/BIS.
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Appendix D	


!
!
Anatomy of the Degree	


Epithetology is the esoteric study of educational degrees, , occupational titles, and professional
designations. The composition and representation of these, as well as there order of prominence,
in forms of address is the goal so that a standard of practice is established globally to explain
credentials and honors. The Bologna Process, as it has became known internationally, started
with the formal signing in 1999 of the Bologna declaration by Education Ministers from 29
European countries. It has since been revised many times with the addition of many new
countries taking part in the process. There are two primary standards which are followed and in
wide-spread practice today — the European extended, and American abbreviated models.
Following Bartholomew’s original 1948 taxonomy of academic degrees, and later revisions by
Eells (1963) and Spurr (1970), the modifications to the existing BUS degree into the BLA and
BIS degrees would fall into one distinct type of degree — informal professional.
All educational degrees are composed of three distinct parts:
•
•
•

subject — the specialization,
designator — the standing in a degree,
specifis — the major course completed for which the academic degree was granted.

For example, the Bachelor of Liberal Arts in Multidisciplinary Studies (BLA) degree would be
examined in the following way.
Bachelor [designator] of Liberal Arts [subject] in Multidisciplinary Studies [specifis].
This proposed BLA degree would be represented on a students transcript or resume as a Bachelor
of Liberal Arts in Multidisciplinary Studies, or abbreviated BLA. And similarly the BIS would be
represented as a Bachelor of Integrative Studies (BIS).
A “professional degree” is classified because of its emphasis on an often “licensable profession/
field of study,” for example a “Bachelor of Business Administration,” a BBA degree. The BLA
degree falls into this category, not because of its relationship to a profession rather because of its
open-ended design methodology. Like BBA students who spend almost half of their
undergraduate coursework in only business administration courses, liberal arts students can
design half to two-thirds of their program of studies in their specifis.
An “academic degree” is classified as such because of the arts & science core which is
represents, a “Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy,” a BA degree.
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The distinction between “formal” and “informal” is a matter of European tradition —
specifically, is the degree named in Latin or English. A Bachelor of Liberal Arts degree could be
designated in the traditional Latin as an ALB (artium liberalim baccalaureus) which would make
it “formal,” or it could be represented in English as a BLA making it “informal.” Most
commonly used before the 20th century, and still offered by tradition at Harvard University, as
well as many other Ivy League schools, the “formal” Latin designations are used for all their
academic and professional degrees, AB (artium baccalaureus), SB (scientiæ baccalaureus),
including their ALB.
The addition of broad “Fields of Study” (similar to majors) and “Citations” (similar to minors) to
the BLA and BIS degrees would enhance a students ability to showcase their professional or
advanced coursework skills to potential graduate schools and employers. All such transcripted
specialities would, of course, be developed with the design collaboration and approval of the
Faculty Senate as part of the undergraduate curriculum process.

!
!
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Appendix E	


CIP Code	

The University Studies program [B.U.S. degree] has been listed with the CIP code# 24.0102
since 1980 when the U.S. Department of Education's National Center for Education Statistics
(NCES) developed its classification program – which was revised in 1985, 1990, and again in
2000. Pursuant to each revision the B.U.S. program code has remained unchanged. The
University Studies major [major code# 062] has existed at UNM since April 1969 when the
Faculty Senate first approved it. Due to significant program changes (as supported by the UNM
Catalog) in both the structure and purpose of the University Studies degree, as it has evolved
over the last 10 years, a new CIP Code is appropriate. Excerpted below is the primary text of the
changes requested – appropriate attachments are also included giving more detail.	

24.0102 — General Studies. An undifferentiated program that includes instruction in the
general arts, general science, or unstructured studies.	

24.0101 — Liberal Arts and Sciences/Liberal Studies. A program that is a structured
combination of the arts, biological and physical sciences, social sciences, and humanities,
emphasizing breadth of study. Includes instruction in independently designed, individualized, or
regular programs.	

The University Studies major at UNM is currently listed under the “General Studies – 24.0102”
label which is what needs to be changed. While it was the most accurate description of the
B.U.S. degree in 1980 – “undifferentiated”, and “unstructured” – students had the ability to
graduate with the only graduation requirement being 128 credit hours earned (50 hours upperdivision). Many students did much more, of course, challenging themselves with
interdisciplinary goals – however, many more did not, and were not required to do so. For 26
years the B.U.S. degree was the least common denominator program for many graduates.	

The most appropriate CIP Code for our University Studies major, as it has evolved over the last
fifteen years, is now the “Liberal Studies – 24.0101” label which requires “independently
designed, individualized programs emphasizing a breadth of study”. After spending many weeks
researching and analyzing the Faculty Senate minutes when the degree was created (throughout
1968-1969), it is clear that this is now the program that the founding faculty had originally
envisioned. Dr. Skipp has worked for all of the last fifteen years to restore that vision – and, has
documented many UNM Catalog changes and subsequently publicize these changes in a variety
of on & off-campus publications.	


!
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Appendix F	


!
!
Letter regarding changes to the BUS degree for Extended University	


!
!

!
Monday, 7 July, 2014
!
To All Branch Campus Director’s and Extended University Center’s:
!

Several recent changes have been officially approved for the Bachelor of University
Studies (BUS) degree program – primary of which is the bifurcation of that degree into
two new degrees, the Bachelor of Integrative Studies (BIS) and the Bachelor of Liberal
Arts (BLA). The former University Studies program will now be called the Liberal Arts
& Integrative Studies [LAIS] program offering five new courses of our own. This letter
explains these changes, and how this impacts the Branch campuses and Extended
Learning Center’s across the State.

!

BIS – The new BIS degree is both a major and a minor, and will be offered to prepare

motivated students for advanced or creative learning opportunities. The creation of this
degree specifically targets students who require or would benefit from closer
collaboration, including research projects, with a faculty mentor or faculty-led problem
solving teams. The degree will require:
•	

 A 2.0 cumulative gpa for admission to the major, and graduation;
•	

 120 credit hours, 51 of which must be upper-division;
•	

 36 credit-hour plan of study; and 36 credit-hour residency in BIS program
(last 36);
•	

 Entrance essay (250 words) describing plan of study goals; and
•	

 the approval of a faculty mentor(s);
•	

 15 credit hours of Theory & Research in Integrative Studies (LAIS) courses
[150, 310, 311, 399 (x3) & 499]
•	

 completion of a substantial Capstone Project (approved by the faculty
mentor), i.e. LAIS 499.
•	

 B.I.S. may be declared as part of a double-major, as a dual (or second)
degree, and must have a minor.
Students choosing this major or minor are expected to be both traditional and nontraditional students who want to design an individualized program to prepare for unique
or advanced learning experiences – including international, cooperative or professional
schools. The focused nature of the major/minor and apprenticeship-like experience with
a faculty member will better prepare students for advanced study.

!
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BLA – The BLA degree is a major only and essentially the same as the current BUS

degree with a few specific requirement changes. The addition of an exit essay will allow
for more meaningful outcomes assessment. The reduction in program residency from 36
to 21 credit hours will keep from penalizing students who, while having met all other
graduation requirements, are not registered for three or more semesters and have to start
residency again. The degree will require:
•	

 120 credit hours, 51 of which must be upper-division;
•	

 36 credit-hour plan of study;
•	

 21 credit-hour residency in BLA program (last 21);
•	

 Entrance/graduation essays (250/500 words) describing plan of study goals
and outcomes;
•	

 It may be used as a double-major or second degree; and a minor may be
declared but is not required.
Students choosing this major are expected to be returning non-traditional students who
are preparing for the workforce or are currently in the workforce. The broad
multidisciplinary nature of the major will prepare students for the workforce where a
degree is necessary for employment or potential career development on a more advanced
career track.

!

What all this means is that the former BUS degree has been improved to better reflect
the realities of students in our communities. A special feature to note is that the BLA
degree is now unique in that it encourages students who have obtained a certificate or
Associate’s degree, included “Applied Science” programs, at an accredited community
college [or UNM Branch campus] to complete a bachelor’s degree. We will accept
vocational or technical credit hours towards the BLA degree, however a student will still
be required to complete the UNM Core Curriculum, and 51 upper-division credit hours
before completing the program of study.

!

I have also been working closely with Dr. McFadden and the President’s “Five
Baccalaureate Degree Initiative” to make this program more visible and accessible for
students. With this collaboration we expect that the BIS degree (in particular) will be
available completely online or in a hybrid-format collaborating with faculty at Branch
campuses. Development in this program will begin with the Fall 2013 & Spring 2014
semesters.

!

Our office presented these changes – from BUS to BLA/BIS – at the UNM Advisor’s
Institute on Wednesday the 22nd of May on main campus. We also held a videoconference from the EU suite [Dane Smith Hall, 220] on Tuesday the 28th of May from
1:30pm to 3:30pm, Dr. Cornish hosted this event as a follow-up or opportunity for
anyone not able to attend the UNM Advisor’s Institute. In addition, we are scheduling
visits with each Branch campus to discuss any questions you may have.

!
!
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Appendix G	


!!
!

Letter regarding changes to the BUS degree for the Graduation Project	


!
!

Monday, 7 July, 2014

!
!
To:	

!

CC:	

	

	


Jennifer Gomez-Chavez, Director, Student Success Programs	

Greg Heileman, Associate Provost, Curriculum & Instruction	

Kate Krause, Dean of Honors & University Colleges	

Vanessa Harris, Director, University Advisement	


This memo is to update you on how the newly created Bachelor of Liberal Arts (BLA) impacts
students in the Graduation Project. As one of the original partner degree programs with the
Graduation Project in 1998, the Bachelor of University Studies (BUS) degree offered a clear path
to students as the original degree completion model en route to graduation. Allowing returning
students to graduate using the residency rule of the UNM Catalog in place when they stopped
concurrent enrollment, including any degree minimums left unsatisfied, allowed students to have
a clear choice for graduation – the degree they did not complete, or the BUS degree as an
alternative.	

With the newly remodeled Bachelor of Liberal Arts (BLA) degree we want to clarify with the
Graduation Project our position on program residency. Specifically, credits earned in other UNM
colleges by Graduation Project students will be accepted in satisfaction of residency
requirements for the BLA, meaning an additional program residency will not be imposed on
returning students.	

We look forward to helping you navigate many more students towards graduation in the future!	


!
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Appendix H	


!!
Letter regarding changes to the BUS degree for the College of Arts & Sciences	


!
!

!
Monday, 7 July, 2014
!

To A&S Undergraduate Committee:	

The new BIS (Bachelor of Integrative Studies) and BLA (Bachelor of Liberal Arts) degrees
request that the two majors of Integrative Studies and Liberal Arts, as well as the minor of
Integrative Studies be included in the A&S degree offerings as choices for students.	

Specifically, this means that our major/minor of Integrative Studies and major of Liberal Arts
will be available for students in your College as a second major; as a dual degree or second
degree; or in the case of Integrative Studies as a minor for BA/BS in A&S. For example, a
student will be allowed to double major in Economics and Integrative Studies, or major in
Economics and minor in Integrative Studies, or as a dual degree receive a BS in Biology and a
BIS in Integrative Studies. The BIS and BLA degree will not require that an IS or LA major be
the first major listed. Similarly we will encourage students in both our IS and LA degree
program to declare second majors and minors in A&S to pair with our degrees. For example, a
student will be encouraged to double major in Integrative Studies and Philosophy, or as a Liberal
Arts major to minor in Sustainability Studies.	

While most students, of the former BUS degree program, will most likely be Liberal Arts majors,
an A&S minor may be a frequent coupling. We hope that by allowing BIS and A&S students to
double major (in either order of major #1 or major #2) we can increase creativity and
opportunities for students to prepare for advanced study or career possibilities after graduation.	

Rationale for LAIS courses – This proposal can serve as an emerging national model in the field
of Integrative Studies. Pairing Integrative Studies (interdisciplinary) and Liberal Arts
(multidisciplinary – thematic) majors with traditional majors and minors in the College of Arts &
Sciences will lead to unique degree combinations of courses for programs that do not currently
exist at UNM. In addition, it will enhance potential skill sets students will benefit from when
applying to advanced study positions as well as improve degree completion in our community.	
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Some examples of degree pairing might include:	

Nursing (pre-health)	

Education (psych/history)	

Forensic Science (Anthro/Crim-J)	

Attached please find a BIS/BLA degree requirements handout for advisement staff.	

I hope this proposal clearly demonstrates our College’s desire to collaborate in offering more
degree choices for our undergraduates. If you require any additional information or wish to
discuss this matter further, please do not hesitate to contact me directly, Dr. Tracy Skipp,
Associate Dean of University Studies, tjskipp@unm.edu, (505) 277-7996. 	
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Appendix I	


!!
Trend Line Graphs of BUS degrees awarded at EU Center’s	


!
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Ideas for Improvement	
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